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Lesson 3.—Jesus Winning Souls. 
John 4:1-42. 
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The Young People’s Prayer Meeting. By 
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For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
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In the Year of Our Lord 
By Vernon Howard 

669,N THE year of our Lord —” 
Can this be His year — 


This time of the sword, 
Of suffering, and fear? 


“Love ... shall grow cold.” 
“False prophets shall rise.” 
Sin multifeld 
Shall blind men’s eyes. 


Can this be His year? 
Yes, all these point toward 
The time ever near 
Of the day of our Lord. 


One Day at a Time 

Grace is not given us to bear the 
trials of a whole year at once. We look 
forward to victory, but there may be 
setbacks, and there will: be hardships. 
Taxes are increasing; rationing is becom- 
ing more rigid and general; thousands 
of homes will be saddened by the de- 
parture of loved ones for the armed 
forces, and to many will come bad news 
from the battle fronts; the Church is 
weakened by divisions and worldliness; 
and we shall all have our share of those 
minor trials and tragedies, which seem 
light to onlookers, but heavy to those 
who bear them. 1943 is an untried path, 


shrouded in mystery. But it is made up 
of 365 days, and, to those who know 
the Lord Jesus as Saviour, His grace is 
sufficient for each day. Like manna, it 
is to be appropriated every day by faith; 
“as thy days, so shall thystrength be.” 
And the fuplook” in 1943 is just as bright 
as ever, for the day is surely’ coming 
when “the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout.” 
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The King’s,Signet Ring 


“In His hands for-His pleasure.” This 
was a favorite expression of Dr. D. M. 
Stearns. And God did use him mightily, 
as he expounded the Word in his writ- 
ings and in his teaching. It is one thing 


to be anxious merely to “make an im-° 


pression,” but quite another thing to 
desire to make an impression for God. 
Dr. Walter Wilson of Kansas City writes 
of a nugget he has recently found in 
one of the Minor Prophets: “Many 
sweet things are said about God’s saints. 
Abraham was“called the friend of God, 
a noble title indeed. David was called 
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the man after God’s own heart, a title 
of magnificent dignity. Moses was called 
the man of God, a royal appellation. But 
it remained for Zerubbabel to receive 
from God the crowning title of ‘a sig- 
net.” This he received in Haggai 2;28,— 
‘I... will make thee as a signet.’ No 
servant of God could receive a higher 
position or a more noble commission. 
He was to be like a signet ring, impress- 
ing upon every heart the imprint of 
Heaven, and leaving imbedded in every 
life the imprint of His Lord. Those with 
whom he came in contact would ever 
bear the marks of the influence of this 
man of God. God chose Zerubbabel to 
inscribe Himself upon the lives of mén. 
What a glorious ministry! What a mar- 
velous service! What a blessed influ- 
ence! How we should covet this bless- 
ing from God. As the king's signet ring 
was to letter official documents upon 
which it was pressed into the wax, so 
Zerubbabel was to have that indeserib- 
able honor of bringing the power, the 
privileges, and the blessings of the living 
God into the lives of others. God grant 
it may be so with us.” 
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Partakers of Hudson Taylor's Secret 


By V. Raymond Edman, Ph.D., LL.D., President of Wheaton College 


AST summer four of us Wheaton- 
L ites sat talking together at Bethany 
Camp, on the shores of Winona 
Lake. One of the group had pro- 
pounded the serious and heart-searching 
inquiry, “What is the Spirit-filled, vic- 
torious life? I have heard of it, but 
know nothing thereof in my Christian 
experience.” 
My reply was very simple, and not 
profound as they had expected. “Did 
you ever read ‘Hudson Taylor’s Spir- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Know therefore that the Lord 
thy God, he is God, the faithful 
God, which keepeth covenant and 
mercy with them that love him 
and keep his commandments to 
a thousand generations” (Deut. 7: 
9). 

















itual Secret,’ especially the account of 
the ‘Exchanged Life’? Let me read part 
thereof to you.” With occasional com- 
ments of my own I read, and they lis- 
tened. 


The late Dr. H. Grattan Guinness made 
this thrilling tribute regarding Hudson 
Taylor: “Surely never was man better 
fitted for his work than he for the dif- 
ficult undertaking of founding and con- 
ducting a great interdenominational and 
international -mission in million-people 
China. The China Inland Mission was 
conceived in his soul, and every stage 
of its advance sprang from his personal 
exertion. In the quiet of his heart, in 
deep, unutterable communionings with 
God, the Mission had its origin, and it 
remains his memorial.” 

What might be the secret, we ask our- 
selves, of a life so useful in the service 
of God? “Hudson. Taylor had many 
secrets, for he was always going on 
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with God, yet they were but one—the - 


"gimple, profound secret of drawing for 
“every need, temporal or spiritual, upon 
ithe fathomless wealth of Christ.’ To 
‘find out how he did this, and to make 
our own his simple, practical attitude 
toward spiritual things, would solve our 
problems and ease our burdens, so that 
we, too, might become all that God 
would make us.” f 

At the, age of thirty-seven he came to 
the discovery of the spiritual secret for 
life-and service, which for him was a 
transformation of life. He had described 
his spiritual status over the years in a 
letter to his mother which reads,:in part, 
as follows: 

I cannot tell you how I am buffeted some- 
times by temptation. I never knew how 
bad a heart I have. Yet I do know that 
I love God and love His work, and desire 
tO serve Him only and in all things. And 
I -value above all else the precious Saviour 
whom alone I can be accepted. Often 
am .tempted to think that one so full 
sin cannot be a child of God at all. 
t I try to throw it back, and rejoice all 
more in the preciousness of Jesus and 
the riches of the grace that has made 
“accepted in the beloved.” Beloved 
is of God; beloved He ought to be of 

But oh, how short I fall here again ! 
May God help me to love Him more and 
‘serve Him better. Do pray for me. Pray 
that the Lord will keep me from sin, will 
sanctify me wholly, will use me more 
largely in His service. 

Upon meeting a fellow missionary six 
months later, Mr. Taylor declared with 
enthusiasm, “Oh, Mr. Judd, God has 
made me a new man! God has made 
me a new man!” What might be this 
transformation of life, so real, so won- 
derful, and yet so simple, in the life of 
Hudson Taylor? Another fellow mis- 
sionary, John McCarthy, had written to 
him, among other matters: “Do you 
‘know, I now think that this striving, 
longing, hoping for better days to come 
is not the true way to holiness, happi- 
ness, or usefulness. It is better, no doubt, 
far better than being satisfied with poor 
attainments, but not the best way after 
all. ... Abiding, not striving nor strug- 
gling; looking off unto Him; trusting Him 
for present power; . . . resting in the 
love of an Almighty Saviour, in the 
joy of a complete salvation, ‘from all 
sin’—this is not new, and yet ’tis new 
to me.. I feel as though the dawning 
of a glorious day had risen upon me. 
I hail it with trembling, yet with trust. 
. «»« How then to have our. faith in- 
creased? Only by thinking of all that 
Jesus is and all He is for us: His life, 
His death, His work, He Himself as 
revealed to us in the Word, to be the 
subject of our constant thoughts. Not 
a striving to have faith ... but a look- 
ing off to the Faithful One seems all 
we need; a resting in the Loved One, for 
time and for eternity.” As he read these 
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The quotations in this editorial concerning 
Hudsén Taylor’s life are from “Hudson Tay- 
lor’s Spiritual Secret,” by Dr. and Mrs. F. 
Howard Taylor (China Inland Mission, 237 W. 
School Lane, Germantown, Pa., cloth, $1; 
paper, 50 cents.) . 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIAAES 


words. Mr Taylor looked up to Christ, 
“and when I saw—oh, how my joy 
flowed !” f 

Mr. Judd testified about him, “He was 
a joyous man now, a bright, happy 
Christian. He had been a toiling, bur- 
dened one before, with latterly not 
much rest of soul.. It was resting in 
the Lord Jesus now, letting Him do the 
work — which makes all the difference. 
Whenever he spoke in meetings after 
that, a new power seemed to flow from 
him, and in the practical things of life 
a new peace possessed him. Troubles 
did not worry him as before. He cast 
everything on God in a new way, and 
gave more time to prayer.” 

“It was the exchanged life that had 
come to him—the life that is indeed 
‘No longer I.’ Six months earlier he 
had written, ‘I heve continually to mourn 
that I follow at sych/a distance and 
learn so slowly to imitate my precious 
Master.’ There was no thought of imita- 
tion now! It was in blessed reality 
‘Christ liveth in me.’ Ana how great 
the difference!—instead of bondage, 
liberty; -instead of failure, quiet vic- 
tories within; instead of fear and weak- 
ness, a restful sense of sufficiency in 
Another. So great was the deliverance, 
that from that time onward Mr. Taylor 
could never do enough to help to make 
this precious secret plain to hungry 
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hearts wherever he might be. -And 
there are so many hungry hearts that 
need such help today that we venture 
to quote at length from one of his first 
letters on’ the subject. It was to his 
sister, Mrs. Broomhall, whose burdens 
with a family, which grew to number 
ten children, were very real and 
pressing: 

“‘As to work—mine was never so 
plentiful, so responsible or so difficult, 
but the weight and strain are all gone. 
The last month or more has been, pere 
haps, the happiest of my life; and I long 
to tell you a little of what the Lord has 
done for my soul. I do not know how 
far I may be able to make myself in- 
telligible about it, for there is nothing 
new or strange or wonderful —and yet, 
all is new! ... 

“T thought. that holiness, practical 
holiness, was to be gradually attained 
by a diligent use of the means of grace. 
There was nothing I so much desired 
as holiness, nathing I so much needed; 
but far from in any measure attaining 
it, the more I strove after it, the more 
it eluded: my grasp, until hope itself 
almost. died out, and I began to thinx 
that—perhaps to make Heaven. the 
sweeter —God would not give it down 
here. I do not think that I was striving 
to attain it in my own strength. I knew 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Not Sponsored by the Times 


A copy of a booklet, “Shall the Sword 
Devour Forever?” by M. B. Gardner, has 
been sent unsolicited to me, probably by 
Mr. Gardner. 

I wish to call your attention to what 
is undoubtedly an attempt on the front 
cover to create the impression that you 
folks have “widely publicized” the book- 
let, and that M. B. G. is a “well-known 
Bible Teacher.” Instead, he is referring 
to an article by our beloved brother Dr. 
Pettingill. 

I cannot urge you too strongly to re- 
fute this impression through the media 
of the Times, as without question hun- 
dreds will be misled in this respect. I 
personally was all set to request an ex- 
planation from you, until I saw the true 
meaning of Gardner’s statement. — A 
Philadelphia reader. 


Numerous telephone calls and letters 
to the Tmuuges have shown conclusively 
that the title page of Mr. Gardner’s 
booklet has caused considerable misun- 
derstanding. Below the main title there 
is a line which reads, “Examination of 
a tract Entitled,” but this is in smaller 
type and therefore much less prominent 
than the following: “‘Should a Chris- 
tian go to War?’ Written by a well- 
known Bible Teacher, and Widely Pub- 
licized by The Sunday School Times.” 
This footnote is found on page 8: “In 


the interests of truth and Christian 





charity, which alone we wish to serve, 
we feel it not needful herein to mention 
the name of the above quoted teacher. 
But for the unbiased appraisal of any 
interested, but unsatisfied reader, we 
offer to send free, upon application, a 
copy of the paper from which we have 
quoted.” 

The title page of the booklet has led 
many to believe that Mr. Gardner was 
the “well-known Bible Teacher,” and 
that his pamphlet has been publicized 
by the Times. But this is not the case. 
Dr. William L. Pettingill is the -well- 
known Bible teacher who wrote the 
article entitled “Should a Christian Go 
to War?” This was published in the 
Times, January 10, 1942, and accurately 
expresses not only Dr. Pettingill’s posi- 
tion, but also the position of THe Sun- 
DAY ScHOOL Times in regard to the 
Christian and war. Mr. Gardner’s pam- 
phlet quotes freely from the. article, 
though the Editors have no record of 
his having asked permission to use these 
quotations; and perhaps Mr. Gardner 
purchased copies of the Trmes for Jan- 
uary 10, which he offers to send freely 
to his readers; but the Trmes has never 
offered to distribute freely copies of 
that issue to those who would ‘like to 
demolish Dr. Pettingill’s arguments. 
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“cheap to die” 


Evangelist Kins —in ‘Pringhh Tow Fess fox Chelsi's Sia 





By Bruce F. Hunt 
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first one arrested in connection 

with our work was the thirty-year- 

old Evangelist Kim Yun Sup. He 

shad already been imprisoned eight dif- 


ferent times in Korea for his opposition - 


to shrine worship, and on the first seven 
occasions had come out only to continue 
his fearless testimony’ against shrine 
worship, in spite of the: fact that when 
releasing him the authorities had 
warned him against preaching. During 
these imprisonments he had been tor- 
tured and at times been beaten to in- 
sensibility. 

On Evangelist Kim’s eighth imprison- 
“ment, as he himself says, not so much 
through the police tortures as through 
sin in his own life he had compromised 
and bowed and then, at the insistence 
of the police, signed a statement ing 
that shrine worship was not inconsistent 
-with Christianity. Immediately remorse 
set in. He felt he had denied his Lord, 
and resigned as an evangelist. For two 
years-he withdrew from public life and 
busied himself-with earning a living at 
which he was successful enough but 
from which he derived no joy. 


Confession and Cleansing 


When some of us withdrew from the 
Presbytery he came to see me. After 
he told me his story we searched the 
Scriptures together and prayed. He 
confessed his sin and claimed the shed 
blood of Christ for his cleansing, then 
sent a registered letter to the police 
authorities retracting his signature to 
the statement condoning shrine worship. 
Through this his assurance of fellowship 
with the Lord was restored and he 
started out among the churches, preach- 
ing with great joy and power. He sub- 
_sequently moved to Harbin to work with 
us, and among other things helped .me 
in writing the covenant. He-was one of 
the first to adopt this covenant and was 
influential in leading several churches, 
“not in our immediate territory, out of 
the compromised church, and successful 
in persuading them to adopt the cove- 
nant before he was imprisoned for his 
ninth time in March, 1940! His arrest 
was followed by the arrest of the two 
Bible women and four laymen and 
women who had either been leading 
meetings of covenanted Christians or 
been opening their homes to such meet- 
ings. 

We were not allowed to visit them 
in prison and such things as we took 
to the prison for their comfort were 
not delivered to them. In fact the way 
our children’s nursemaid, An Young Ai, 


Kim had been a farmer-mechanic 
with seemingly limitless endurance. 
When he was released from his ninth 
imprisonment he _ could scarcely 
move, yet in a whisper he said, 
“Immanuel! Hallelujah !’—“God is 
with us! Praise the Lord!” But he 
was not the only brave witness who 
suffered for Christ and of whom Mr. 
Hunt tells in this second article of 
the series on Japanese oppression in 
Manchuria. There will be still an- 
other article by Mr. Hunt, a mission- 
ary of the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church; and two by Mrs. Roy M. 
Byram of the Independent Board for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions. 








a young woman twenty-five years old, 
became involved was through her trying 
to take things to the police station for 
the imprisoned Christians. It was the 
questions put to her on these occasions 
that finally led to her imprisonment as 
one of the original seven. 

“Prayer was made earnestly of the 
church unto God for them.” From time 
to time news of their condition leaked 
out to us through friendly guards or 
through prisoners who had been re- 
leased after sharing cells with our peo- 
ple. Often the word was that different 
ones were seriously ill and close to 
death’s door. There were pleas for such 
elemental things as salt. But we were 
powerless to do anything for our people 
but pray. 

We prayed for months and many times 
a day for their release without seeing 
any answer to these prayers. Finally, 
after seven months, word was brought 
to us that our children’s nursemaid had 
been released unconditionally. We hur- 
ried to her :little room to find a girl 
changed almbdst beyond recognition. Her 
lungs had become affected and she was 
coughing up blood. Her nose was 
pinched in; her lips, parched and broken 
out in sores, were drawn tight against 
her teeth; her frame was a mere skele- 
ton; but in this body, almost powerless 
to move, her sunken eyes were bright 
and glowing. Christians crowded the 
little room to catch every whisper of 
her story of victory in prison. It was 
a story of the bold and cheerful testi- 
mony of Christians before bullying 
guards and hardened criminals. It was 


a story of the triumph of life over death. 
We had to leave lest we weary her, 
though we could have lingered long to 
be encouraged by her faith and the faith 
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of those she had left behind in prison. 

There followed a month in which un- 
der Dr. Byram’s care she struggled to 
regain her physical health. Humanly 
speaking it seemed hopeless. Sometimes 
in her extreme weakness the pull of 
this world, the longing for her childhood 
haunts, the desire to be well again, and 
the petty worries about her few posses- 
sions seemed to overpower her, almost 
eclipsing the victorious faith that had 
sustained and supported her in prison. 
It made me realize the cruelty of our 
spiritual foe and the almost limitless 
endurance that was required of the one 
that would be faithful to the end. In 
spite of these temptations she never 
seemed to doubt the providence that had 
led her into paths of suffering, and there 
were times when her simple trust and 
resignation to the all-wise providence of 
God made us most humble in- her 
presence. 

One morning Dr. Byram went down 
to his office and as usual stopped beside 
her bed for a visit. He knew she was 
failing but did not realize the end was 
so near, That morning he was led to 
spend a little more time than usual in 
talking of the glories that shall be here- 
after. He had not been out of the room 
five minutes when the girl who had 
been caring for the patient rushed out 
to say, “Young Ai has gone into the 
presence of her Father.” Dr.. Byram 
went back to find the body lifeless, and 
the Christian who had been watching 
by the bedside said that as she died 
she gathered together her remaining 
strength to cry in a loud voice, “Abbagee 
aphuro kamnida,” —“I’m going into the 
presence of my Father.” 


Released,—To Die 


A few days after this girl had been 
released Evangelist Kim was also re- 
leased. The authorities sent word for 
his wife to take her .husband away, as 
he was dying. She found him lying 
outside the prison door on the frozen 
November ground ef early winter in 
North Manchuria. His jacket had slip- 
ped up bringing his bare skin in touch 
with the ice, but he was too weak even 
to pull it down and protect himself. 

The next morning, Dr. Byram and I, 
on hearing of his release, rushed to his 
home. When we entered his room he 
sought to rise but could not,—in fact, 
could barely move his hand. We went 
close to where he was lying. The once 
farmer-mechanic with seemingfy limit- 
less physical endurance was now reduced 
to a: barely living corpse. As we took 
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his wasted hand and leaned close in an- 
swer to his welcoming smile, he whis- 

“Immanuel! Hallelujah!’ Oh, 
what faith! To come out of his ninth 
imprisonment, practically dead, to whis- 
per, “God is with us! Praise the Lord!” 

Different from Young Ai, the nurse- 
maid, he began to improve in health. 
By January he was able to teach our 
Bible Institute students for a coupie of 
hours a day in his home, and continued 
to lead the regular worship services of 
one of the covenanted groups that met 
regularly in his home, though to do so 
made him subject to reimprisonment. 
In February he spoke at the communion 
service in his home on the texts, “Peace 
I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you ... Let not your heart be trou- 
bled: ye believe in God, believe also 
in me” (John 14:27, 1). At that service 
his baby girl, born during his last im- 
prisonment, was baptized. 

A tew days later, while he was still 
having to use a cane to support himself, 
he was arrested for his tenth time. When 
he’ was taken his little four-year-old 
boy cried most of the day, finally crying 
himself to sleep. We ourselves were 
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later with him in prison and have heard 
that he has since received a sixteen-year 
sentence to hard labor. 

Mrs. Byramtn once asked him how he 
could go on preaching when he knew it 
would most certainly lead to imprison- 
ment and possible death. He said, “I’ve 
already died in Christ, they can’t make 
a dead man any more dead than he is.” 
One day when we were together in 
jail in December, 1941, I had the oppor- 
tunity of exchanging a few words with 
him. He told me that he had been seri- 
ously ill again during his terth impris- 
onment, as he put it, “I died again 
since I saw you last, but,” he continued, 
“it’s cheap to die.” 

What better message could we bring 
to the suffering peoples of the world as 
we look forward into a new year than a 
message from this modern Paul, this 
veteran of imprisonments, stripes, hun- 
ger, and cold: “Péace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you... Let not 
your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me.” “Immanuel — 
God is with us; Hallelujah — Praise the 
Lord !” 

(To be continued) 








Looking Forward into John’s Gospel 
By H. Framer Smith, Ph.D., D.D. 


The story of God's Branch, the Lord, 
—in the First Quarter's lessons 
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URING the first quarter of this new 

year our studies in the International 
Sunday School Lessons will be in the 
fourth of the four Gospel accounts: the 
story of God’s Branch the Lord. To 
speak of the fourth account as the story 
of God’s Branch the Lord is Scripturally 
accurate. 

Three Old Testament prophets — Jere- 
miah, Zechariah, and Isaiah, to mention 
them in the order most heipful to our 
present purpose, use the term “branch” 
in a most interesting way. Before ex- 
amining this use of the term it should 
be: observed that the Hebrew original 
is a strikingly significant word. It is 
the word tzamech. Our English ver- 
sions of the Old Testament employ the 
term “branch” hundreds of times. But 
in only twelve instances does that Eng- 
lish term represent the word tzamech. 
In seven of the twelve instances, the 
contexts indicate that tzamech means 
the branch of a tree or shrub. In the 
remaining. five instances it is equally 
clear, from the accompanying contexts, 
that tzamech indicates a person. Two 
of these five uses are in the same book, 
and are identical in wording and con- 
text. We may therefore speak of the 
five as four in number. 

One of the prophets is Jeremiah. He 
tells us, in 23:5 and a second like pas- 
gage . (33:15), that when God’s Tzamech 





comes He shall be King. The translators, 
recognizing this significant use of 
tzamech, have, with reverential respect, 
eapitalized the word “Branch” in this 
particular passage; they do the unusual 
thing of printing the term with an upper 
case B. . 

Another of the prophets is Zechariah. 
He foretells, in 3:8; that the “BRANCH” 
shall be a Servant, and; in 6:12, that 
the “BRANCH” shall be a Man; In 
these two passages the translators of 
our Authorized Version convey the sig- 
nificance of the use of tzameck by or- 
dering it printed in full upper case 
letters. 

The third prophet is Isaiah. The pas- 
sage in which he employs tzainech, 4:2, 
was viewed in a slightly different light 
from that in which the translators looked 
upon the Jeremiah and Zechariah ref- 
erences. In these two prophets the 
translators correctly understood tzamech 
to stand in. apposition to King, Servant, 
and Man. In the Isaiah. passage they 
accepted the Hebrew vowel pointing as 
representing tzamech to stand in the ab- 
solute state, whereas the construct. state 
is demanded. They therefore would 
have us read “branch of the LORD” in- 
stead of the more. correct “Branch, the 
Lord.” According to Isaiah; therefore, 
the Tzamech is to be the Lord. 

Modern Liberalism. would . doubtless 
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characterize these differences as con- 
tradictions. Jeremiah Hails Him as 
King, they might well assert, whereas 
Zechariah calls Him Servant and Man; 
Isaiah proclaims Him Lord: how are 
these differences to be reconciled? The 
Biblical answer is that, while King, the 
Tzamech is also Servant. One thinks of 
the declaration of George V of England, 
who, on the occasion of his twenty-fifth 
anniversary as monarch, declared that 
if his reign had been fraught with any 
measure of success and blessing it was 
because he had not ruled the people: 
he had served them. In the case of the 
Servant-King of these prophets we can 
go on to point out that while He is truly 
Man He is ‘also truly God; He is the 
Lord God, sent into this world as the 
Man who becomes Servant-King to all 
who receive Him. 

The New. Testament graphically por- 
trays the sense in which it was necessary 
that God’s Tzamech come in this four- 
fold capacity. Pilate’s cross inscription, 
to follow the Revised Version order of 
its several languages, was written in 
Hebrew, and in Latin, and in Greek. 
This indicates a truth which history 
affirms, namely, that the representative 
peoples of that day were the Jew, the 
Roman, and the Greek. The Jew was 
the man of antiquity; Rome recognized 
this by the privileges it allowed that 
ancient people to exercise. The Roman 
was the man of the present. The Greek 
was the man of the future, eventually 
conquering by culture the Roman who 
had conquered him by force of arms. 
From these three peoples (the first of 
whom is the Jew and the second and 
third of whom are the Gentiles of 1 
Corinthians 10:32) and through faith 
in the Tzamech, came a fourth people, 
the Church of our Corinthian. passage. 
In the Church is the man of eternity. 
God, who sees the end from the begin- 
ning, saw man’s need at the time of the 
Saviour’s entrance into this world by 
virgin birth; His living while in this 
world a sinless life; His exit from this 
world by vicarious death, physical res- 
urrection, appearances, and ascension. 
God planned a way to meet the specific 
néeds of these representative peoples. 
He saw that the Jews would need a 
Saviour who was King. He saw that 
the Romans would need a Saviour who 
was Servant—the Greek term means 
Bondslave. ‘He saw that the Greeks 
would need: a Saviour who was Perfect 
Man. He saw that the Church, gathered 
from Jews and Gentiles: who received 
the King and Servant and Man as ‘per- 
sonal. Saviour, would: need :a Saviour 
who is’ Lord. 


Modern Liberalism’s: way of account- 
ing for what it speaks of as “four Gos- 
pels” is to isolate John’s account, which 
it namés “the fourth Gospel,” from “the 
Synoptics,” its designation for the Mat- 
thew,..Mark;..and. Luke’s accounts: so 
described: ‘because they see (optic) to- 
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gether or alike (syn: Greek sun), The 
scholarship of Liberalism declares the 
differences in the fourth Gospel, as op- 
posed to the Synoptics, to rest back upon 
various causes. One of the most ridicu- 
lous of these, rather old but still paraded 
in modern dress, is a breach and sub- 
sequent reconciliation between Peter 
and Paul. In the breach Peter held 
forth as apostle of the circumcision, the 
Jews. Paul became the apostle to the 
Gentiles. Paul’s learning outranked 
that of Peter, whose paltry two Epistles 
were buried under the weight of Paul’s 
thirteen or fourteen. But Peter ‘was 
resourceful; he solicited and received aid 
from commoners like unto himself: 
James and Jude and John. Paul coun- 
tered by gaining larger. place in the 
history of the Acts of the Apostles than 


‘did Peter. Again Peter was resourceful; 


using his associate Mark — the supposed 
first Gospel writer — he produced a Gos- 
pel history, gaining also the strength of 
Matthew and Luke or, as Liberalism 
would have it, the compilers who gave 
these names to the first and third Gos- 
pel accounts when they corrected Mark. 
But Paul countered by having the Gos- 
pel according to John produced. If Paul 
were no longer alive his faithful col- 
Teégues acted for him; the “Gospel ac- 
éérding to John” is not, of course, the 
work of John the son of Zebedee, — not 
im, the thinking of modern Liberalism. 


Complementary, Not Contradictory 


The differences in the so-called Synop- 
ties, whose writers are supposed to “see 
things alike,” are disposed of by these 
thinkers as necessary contradictions due 
to: the variance in source materials, the 
revision of Mark’s work by Matthew 
arid Luke, poor memory, and the like. 
Our modern advantages in the field of 
“scientific” criticism enable us to sepa- 
rate the chaff born of these listed 
handicaps from the wheat which our 
critical labors harvest, thus producing a 
shorter but better Bible! 

Certainly these deductions of Liberal- 
ism are a far cry from the Old and 
New Testament reasons, given above, for 
presenting the one and only Gospel in 
four accounts. Carefully studied, these 
Scriptural reasons for four accounts dis- 
cover the differences to be complemen- 
tary rather than contradictory, and, fur- 
ther, disclose that the differences are 
absolutely necessary to the purposes of 
the several writers, who present the King, 
the Servant, the Man, and the Lord to 
four classes of people, each of whonf 
needs one of these four portraits of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.1 It is the fourth of 
these presentations, God’s Branch the 
Lord, that we shall be studying together 
throughout the first quarter of 1943. 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke each opens 
his Gospel account with a Galilean min- 
istry of our Lord, a ministry upon which 


1The writer has thoroughly treated this 
subject in a 170-page booklet entitled, “Why 
Four Gospel Accounts?” 
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He enters immediately after His prep- 
aration for such service has been con- 
cluded. In Matthew and Luke ‘this 
period of preparation includes the story 
of Christ’s virgin birth: Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke are basically historical; they 
narrate the words that Jesus spoke and 
the things that Jesus did. Where they 
pause to interpret these historical inci- 
dents in the life of our Lord they appear 
to do so as something secondary to their 
main purpose of reporting the facts. 
John, too, of course, reports facts; pre- 
sents historical data concerning the Lord. 
Basically, however, he interprets these 
facts. What the Liberalists call the 
reminiscences and recollection of John 
are, in the fourth Gospel account, the 
groundwork for what these same scholars 
call the reflections of John. He is the 
interpreter, the theologian, as well as 
the narrator. Writing a generation after 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke had produced 
their accounts, he provides the infant 
Church with the spiritual strength of 
the deeper truths in the words and 
deeds of our Lord Jesus. A number of 
the items set forth by Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke now needs no further mention. 
On the other hand, things they had no 
occasion to present are now written to 
meet the readers’ special need. If, for 
example, Matthew wrote that Jews might 
find their Saviour in Christ, if Mark 
wrote that Romans might likewise re- 
ceive Him, and if Luke wrote that Greeks 
might believe on Him, John later writes 
to the individual believers among these 
three representative peoples in a way 
that brings growth in grace and a better 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ to them. In this sense his Gospel 
account is the spiritual complement to 
the Gospel accounts previously written 
by Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Not that 
there is nothing spiritual in these earlier 
writers, but rather that there is that 
which is especially spiritual in the pres- 
entation of the fourth writer. 


The Threefold Witness to Deity 


For a comprehensive grasp of the con- 
tent of John’s Gospel account the fol- 
lowing survey will be helpful. If the 
portions of the fourth Gospel account 
selected for study during the first quar- 
ter are to be taught effectively it is 
imperative that the teacher know the 
book as a whole. The story of God’s 
Branch the Lord is told in what we may 
call three moving chapters—of which 
the second is of greatest length —and a 
brief personal conclusion. In the first 
of these “chapters” (1:1 to 2:11) we have 
the manifestation of the eternal existence 
of God’s Branch the Lord. In this chap- 
ter three witnesses attest this deity of 
the Branch. The first witness is John 
the apostle. His testimony is given in 1: 
1-14. He declares Jesus to be the Eternal 
Word who is God, yet became Man. He 
shows the Eternal Word as Creator of the 
world and Light and Life to those who 
inhabit it. He reveals that when the 
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Eternal Word ‘came unto His own ‘things 
His own people received Him not. “He 
tells how those who did receive ‘Hit 
became the born-again children of God. 
The second witness is John the Baptist. 
In 1:15-34 his testimony to the priests 
and Levites closes with the statément: 
“I saw, and bare record that this is ‘the 
Son of God.” The third witness is Jesus 
Himself. Before the men who were to 
be His disciples (1:35-51) He accepts the 
titles: Lamb of God, Messiah, the One 
of whom Moses ard the prophets wrote, 
Son of God, King of Israel. In 2:1-11 
He shows Himself to be the Miracle 
Worker who can declare, even to His 
earthly mother: ‘‘Woman, what have 
I to do with thee?” 


Four Circuits of,Ministry 


The eternal existence of God’s Branch 
the Lord having been attested by this 
threefold witness of the apostle, the bap- 
tizer, and the Lord, John now presents 
the earthly ministry of the Word. of 
God made flesh (2:12 to 19:42). In de- 
scribing this ministry John does not 
follow the method of Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke, who present, first, the con- 
tent of our Lord’s Galilean ministry; 
then, second, His Jerusalem activities. 
Instead John sets before his readers at 
least four circuits of ministry in each 
of which Jesus begins at Galilee, goes 
up to Jerusalem, then returns to Galilee, 


In the first circuit (2:12 to 4:44) Jésus 


proceeds from Capernaum (2:12) to Jée- 
rusalem (2:13 to 4:3) to Samaria (4:4- 
12), then back to Galilee (4:43, 44). ‘On 
this circuit Christ’s ministry really be- 
gins at Cana, where He turned water 
into wine. At Capernaum He takes 
leave of His mother, His brothers, and 
others to attend the Passover feast’ at 
Jerusalem. It is an interesting feature 
of these circuit ministries that they al- 
most always take Jesus to Jerusalem 
on the occasion of some Jewish feast, 
chiefly the Passover feast, and’ almost 
always bring Him back to Galilee be- 
cause of Jewish opposition. In the last 
of the circuits this opposition nails Him 
to the cross. Nevertheless, after the 
resurrection, He returns to Galilee! On 
this first circuit our Lord leaves- His 
earthly loved ones to be about His 
Father’s business. As part of that busi- 
ness He purges the Jewish Temple and 
speaks the message of the new birth to 
the Pharisee’s heart. Nor does He over- 
look the spiritual need of the despised 
Samaritan. To Nicodemus He is the Son 
of Man lifted up upon the cross that 
whosoever believeth on Him might not 
perish but have eternal life: To the 
woman at the well He is the water of 
life which forever quenches thirst. Here 
the first circuit ends with the Galileans 
acclaiming Jesus for what they had seen 
at Jerusalem. 

At the beginning of the second circuit 
(4:45 to 5:47): Jesus is again at Cana 
whence, by the spoken word, He heals 
a sick man at Capernaum. For the:sec- 
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ond time a feast of the Jews attracts 
Jesus to Jerusalem. There at the pool 
of Bethesda He heals an impotent man 
on the Sabbath Day. That these mir- 
acles were performed to demonstrate 
that Jesus was God is seen from the fact 
that the Capernaum nobleman and his 
house believed on Him, and that, in the 
controversy with the Jews because He 
healed on the Sabbath, Jesus demanded 
that He, the Son, be honored even as 
God the Father was honored. Out of 
this demand came the opposition which 
sent Him over the sea of Tiberias, back 
to Galilee. 

The third circuit (6:1 to 3:59) begins 
when feasts of the Jews, the Passover 
and the Feast of Tabernacles, once more 
take Jesus from Galilee to Jerusalem. 
Before leaving He miraculously feeds 
the multitude, thus revealing Himself 
to be the Bread of Life come down from 
Heaven to give life to,the world, His 
unbelieving brothers tauntingly bid Him 
go to Jerusalem and there demonstrate 
His works openly rather than secretly: 
to which He replied that His time had 
not yet come. After His brothers had 
gone to the feast Jesus, too, went to 
Jerusalem, but in secret. There He 
taught in the Temple, declaring Him- 
self to be greater than both Moses and 
Abraham. As a result the Jewish San- 
hedrin attempted to apprehend Him that 
they might kill Him. Later the Lord 
further fanned this Jewish flame of 
hatred by forgiving a sinner who, under 
the Mosaic Law, should have been 
stoned. As they took up stones to stone 
Him He went out of the Temple, pass- 
ing through the midst of them. At this 
point, as we learn from the Synoptic 
writers rather than from John, the third 
circuit ends. Jewish opposition has 
driven the Lord, as it were, back to 
Galilee. 

‘ The fourth circuit begins at 9:1 and 
closes at 19:42. We learn from the Syn- 
optic writers that it begins at Galilee, 
then proceeds, by way of Perea, to 
Jerusalem, where the growing Jewish 
opposition to the Lord comes to a climax 
with His crucifixion. At first it would 
appear that this circuit is incomplete, 
that the Lord does not return to Galilee. 
In the third of the “three chapters” into 
which the story of God’s Branch the 
Lord falls, the resurrected Christ does 
return to Galilee. En route to Jerusalem 
John gives us a glimpse of Jesus’ min- 
istry in Perea (9:1 to 10:21). For a 
more lengthy account of it-we must turn 
to Luke 10:1 to 19:281 John’s briefer 
account soon brings the Lord Jesus to 
Jerusalem (10:22 to 19:42) where Laz- 
arus and Mary and Martha befriend 


Him at near-by Bethany while His 


enemies plot to take Him at the 
Passover feast (11:18 to 12:11). Soon 
He rides triumphantly into Jerusa- 
lem to spend there fhe last trying 
2) See the author’s “Why Four Gospel Ac- 
counts?” especially pp. 138-147. 
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week of fis life on earth. Beyond the 
palms and the hosannas lurk the betrayal 
and the arrest and the mistrials and 
the cross, The fourth circuit is ended, 
except for the return to Galilee after 
the resurrection. 


This brings us, except for the closing 
postlude, to the third and final chapter 
in the story of God’s Branch the Lord 
as told by John the son of Zebedee. It 
is the attestation of the declared deity 
of the Word made flesh. It is briefly 
told in 20:1-29 and in 21:1-24. There we 
read of His glorious resurrection, and 
of His numerous appearances in His res- 
urrection body; and of His ascension to 
the right hand of the Majesty on High. 
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Then comes the postlude (20:30, 31; 21: 
25) telling us that these “reminiscences 
and reflections” of the son of Zebedee 
are written that men might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that believing they might have life 
through His name. 

This article is an effort to help the 
reader to a comprehensive grasp of the 
fourth Gospel account as a whole in 
order that, with this general knowledge 
of the account as the background, he 
might the more effectively teach the 
selected portions of John’s Gospel ac- 
count chosen as lesson texts for the 
first quarter of this year. 


(To: be concluded) 
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Faith at First Hand 


A side light on the Sunday school lesson 


By J. E. Harris 














HE woman of Samaria with whom 

our Lord spoke by Jacob’s well was 
a privileged person that day. It was 
hers to hear the Lord Jesus speak on 
things of deepest import. She heard that 
day of “living water,” and learned that 
those who drank thereof would’ never 
thirst. She learned that “God is a 
Spirit,” and that worship was not a 
thing of the proper place and form, but 
a thing of the heart. But that was not 
all she learned that day. She learned 
that she was a sinner. Quietly and deli- 
cately, but firmly, our Lord pressed 
home the looseness of her life. He 
brought her past to her remembrance, 
awakening her conscience, and all so 
gently, she was moved with wonder, say- 
ing, “Sir, I. perceive ‘that thou art a 
prophet.” And before the talk was ended 
she had seen He was more thar a 
prophet. “I know that Messias cometh,” 
she said. And Jesus said, “I that speak 
unto thee am he.” 


Thus a sinner found the Saviour, and 
straightway she gives her testimony to 
Him. . The discovery was too good to 
keep to herself, and though it means 
alluding to her dark past, she humbles 
herself to say to her fellow villagers, 
“Come, see a man, which told me all 
things that ever I did: is not this the 
Christ?” She was sure He was, was sure 
she had found Him, and desired that 
they should find Him, too. 


A sinner had found her Saviour, had 
given testimony to Him, and as a result 
people believed. For we read, “And 
many of the Samaritans of that city 
believed on him for the saying of the 
woman, which testified, He told me all 
that ever I did.” 


So far, so good, but observe that their 
faith was faith at second hand, faith 
based on the-testimony of another, but 


as yet unconfirmed in personal experi- 
ence. And the first stage of Christian 
faith of necessity is faith at second hand, 
for almost everyone, faith based on the 
testimony of others. Our parents are 
believers, and we accept Christianity as 
true because of their testimony. Our 
Sunday school teachers have our con- 
fidence, and we believe their teaching. 
We revere the Bible, and find there the 
testimony of the first Christians, and 
receive it. We believe as these Samari- 
tans believed, giving credence to the di- 
vine authority and Saviourhood of the 
Lord Jesus, and do it on the ground of 
what others say. Such faith is simply 
an acquiescence in things declared by 
others because we take them to be re- 
liable witnesses. 

This is faith at second hand, and is 
the faith of most of us at the first. It 
does not go far enough, but it is good 
and valuable as far as it takes us. To 
believe on the testimory of others that 
God is, and that His requirements for 
us are in the Bible is all to the good. 
To believe on the word of others that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that He 
died to be the Saviour of the world, and 
that He calls men everywhere to re- 
pent, believe, and pattern their lives 
after His teaching—all this is a desir- 
able thing. When men have that meas- 
ure of faith it influences them more or 
less for good. It gives them a certain 
reverence and godly fear. It inclines 
them to accept Christian moral stand- 
ards as the proper standards of conduct. 
Certainly such faith, second hand though 
it be, puts restraint on the evil ten- 
dencies of our hearts. We may be thank- 
ful that multitudes have this faith at 
second hand, though they have no more 
than that. For certainly there would 
be far less fear of God, much more 
flagrant defiance of God in human con- 
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duct’ if this measure of Christian faith 


= were not. widely prevalent. 


Men are helped, too, by such a faith 


‘when facing the primary problems of 


the mind. The problem of existence, of 
sin, of death and the hereafter, all these 
are best solved by knowledge of and 
belief in Christian doctrine. So though 
faith be in this first and incomplete 
stage, it may be fruitful of much good 
and be a decided blessing to men. 

Yet as we look at this story in John 


4, we see that more was needed, and- 


that more was found than faith at sec- 


‘ond hand. The thing needed was to 
“pass from faith based solely on the tes- 


timony of another, to faith founded on 
firsthand knowledge and experience of 
Jesus Christ. Into such faith many of 
the Samaritans entered, for we are told: 
“When the Samaritans were come unto 
him, they besought him that he would 
tarry with them: and he abode there 
two. days. And many more believed 
because of his own word; and said unto 
the woman, Now we believe, not be- 
cause of thy saying: for we have heard 
him ourselves, and know that this is 
indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the 
world” (John 4: 40-42). 

“We have heard him ourselves.” There 
is faith at first hand, the fai‘h of per- 
sonal experience. And this alone ‘is 
full Christian faith. Anything short of 
it is sub-Christian and inadequate. The 
Wwoman’s faith was faith at first hand, 
the faith of personal contact and dealing 
with Christ, and now their faith also 
was of this kind. It was the faith of 
personal verification, faith proved in 
personal experience, the faith of a per- 
sonal revelation of Christ to their souls, 
the faith that could say, “We have heard 
him ourselves.” 

Faith at second hand is inadequate 
because it is chiefly a thing of the intel- 
lect, while faith at first hand is a thing 
of the heart. Secondhand faith knows 
and believes about Christ. Firsthand 
faith knows and trusts Christ personally. 
And nothing short of that can see us 
through. 

Life holds temptations and tests for 
which we shall need not just an intel- 
lectual grasp of truth about Christ, but 
need personally to know Christ. 

There are days so dark that I seek in vain 

For the face of my Friend Divine; 
But tho’ darkness hide, He is there to guide 

By the touch of His hand on mine. 

In such hours we need the touch of 
Christ. Nothing short of direct contact 
of soul with Him will suffice then. But 
those who can say, “I have seen Him, 
I have known Him,” whose testimony is, 
“We have heard him ourselves, these 
whose faith is firsthand faith have not 
merely the truth about Christ, they have 
Christ Himself all the way through, 
and that is what we need. 

Professor D. W. Bittinger tells of a 
native Christian woman in the Sudan 
who was one of the finest Christians he 
has known, but whose life had - been 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


full of trial. Her four childrefi, one by 
one, had taken sick and died: Her 
mother insisted that the tribal gods were 
angry because she was a Christian, but 
Kubili still attended the Christian church 
and school. Then one Sunday splotches 
were seen on her back that turned out 
to be leprosy. When being examined 
she said: “You must not tell me it is 
the disease too awful to name,” But tell 
her they must, and more, they must 
prohibit her further attendance at the 
school and at the Sunday services. More 
bewildered than ever at her lot, Kubili 
went away. A few days later she called 
to the missionary from the gate of the 
compound. They conversed awhile, and 
Kubili went over the sad story of her 
life, but she finished with these glorious 
words of triumph: “Though my chil- 
dren be taken from me every one, 
though school be taken from me, and 
though I cannot come to church, even 
though my husband must leave me, and 
my home become desolate, nothing, not 
even all of these, can take away from 
me my Christ!” 

You see what it meant to her to have 
Christ Himself? To know Him, to fel- 
lowship’ with Him, to have Him per- 
sonally revealed to her soul, that was 
everything for her in the blackout that 
had fallen upon her life. Nothing less 
than this firsthand faith could see her 
through her crisis. And nothing less 
than Christ known personally can see 
any of us through the truly great crises 
of our lives. But with Him believers 
can say: “Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? ... Nay, 
in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us” 
(Rom. 8:35, 37). 

A minister of the Gospel tells us that 
the hardest thing he ever did was to 
say one morning, when his only boy 
lay dying, “All right, Father, take him.” 
The hardest thing he ever did, but he 
was able to yield even in that hour, able 
to go on unembittered and in an even 


closer walk with God. Why? Because 


he knew God at first hand. Knew Him 
as his Heavenly Father. Knew Him in 
firsthand experience. And if you and I 
are to meet and pass the crises of life 
as victors, we shall need more than faith 
at second hand. We shall need the faith 
that personally knows God in Christ. 
Which is your faith? Is it still faith 
at second hand? Something you have 
accepted of others, but not put to the 
test of firsthand dealings with Christ? 
Yours may be a true faith, that is a faith 
in things that are true, yet it may not 
be a vital faith, because it is faith at 
second hand only. You have never yet 
come to grips with Christ for yourself. 
You have never looked into His face and 
said, “Lord, I am a sinner, needing you 
as my Saviour. Be to me all that I 
need.” You have never personally com- 


na 


mitted yourself to Christ. If that be the 
case, then move forward from faith at 
second hand to firsthand faith in the Lord 
Jesus. Go to Him now yourself, pour 
out before Him your sin and your need. 
Commit your soul to His keeping, and 
begin now to make life a walk with 
Him. Then you, too, will be of the com- 
pany who exultantly say, “Now we be- 
lieve, not because of thy saying: for 
we have heard him ourselves.” 
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Helping Persecuted Christians 
and Refugee Children 


By Joseph Taylor Britan 


HE war conditions have made ‘it 

difficult for all missionary societies 
to send relief to missionaries and to 
those whom these societies are helping. 
The Friends of Israel Refugee Relief 
Committee, Inc., is still able to help perse- 
cuted Hebrew Christians in many lands. 
For three years or more the Committee 
has been supplying to persecuted Chris- 
tians in Europe not only the physical 
bread which has preserved the lives of 
many, but through the regular and re- 
sponsible missionary societies of the 


_Church of England, the Church of Scot- 


land, and other well-known and reliable 
agencies, it has also been privileged ‘to 
distribute the Bread of Life. Many souls 
have been won for Christ. Typical of 
the many letters received by the Com- 
mittee is the following, from the Rev. 
Berger Pernow, missionary of the Church 
of —————, stationed in Stockholm: 


My dear Mr. Berman: 

Some days ago we had the pleasure of 
receiving by New York Trust Company, 
$300 for our refugee work, according to 
your cable, and I wish to bring you our 
most humble and hearty thanks for this 
generous and welcome contribution. It 
was really very welcome, because the 
need amongst our. suffering Hebrew 
Christian brethren in the unhappy Europe 
nowadays is, as you can understand, very 
great. To that I can add that we are 
now left alone, together with the Swiss 
brethren, to carry on this great relief 
work. The longer the war is lasting the 
more the poverty and distress in Europe 
will grow, and the result is a growing 
claim for assistance from our people, but 
that means even a growing difficulty in 
raising necessary money for the mission- 
ary work. At present we have under- 
taken the Norwegian work in. Hungary 
and Roumania and are [contributing every 
month to] relief work in Vienna and 
as much as ible for the same purpose 
to France and Poland, especially to the 
poor deported Hebrew Christians in the 
last-mentioned country. I am mention- 
ing this only in order to give you an 
idea of how glad and deeply thankful 
we are over your last gift. May God 
abundantly bless you for it! With best 

greetings, 
Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Bercer Pranow. 
This letter is one of many that our 
Committee is receiving from the lands 
where we are still permitted to send 


(Continued on page 15) 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 17. JESUS WINNING SOULS 
International Uniform Lesson.—John 4:1- 42; printed text, John 4: 27-42 
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Golden Text.—He that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal.—John 4; 36 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is John 4:27-42 


Kive James VERSION 


John 4:27 And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that 
ihe talked with the woman: yet no man said, What seekest thou? 
or, Why talkest thou with her? 

28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into 
the city, and saith to the men, 

29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: 
is not this the Christ? 

30 Then they went out of the city, and came unto him. 

31 In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, Master, 
eat. 

32 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know 
not of. 

38 Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man 
broyght him ought to eat? 

34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that 
sent me, and to finish his work. 

35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh 
harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on 
the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 

36 And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit 
unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth 
may rejoice together. 

37 And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another 
reapeth. 

.-881I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: 
other men laboured, and ye are entered into their labours. 

39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him 
for the saying of the woman, which testified, He told me all 
that ever I did. 


Amenican STANDARD VERSION 


John 4:27 And upon this came his disciples; and they marvelled 
that he was speaking with a woman; yet no man said, What 
seekest thou? or, Why speakest thou with her? 28 So the woman 
left her waterpot, and went away into the city, and saith to the 
people, 29 Come, see a man, who told me all things that ever 
I did: can this be the Christ? W They went out of the city, 
and were coming to him. 31 In the mean while the disciples 
prayed him, saying, Rabbi, eat. 32 But he said unto them, I have 
meat to eat that ye know not. 33 The disciples therefore said 
one to another, Hath any man brought him aught to eat? 34 Jesus 
saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, 





and to accomplish his work. 35 Say not ye, There are yet four “ 


months, and then cometh the harvest? behold, I say unto you, 
Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, that they are ‘4 white 
already unto harvest. 36 He that reapeth recéiveth wages, and 
gathereth fruit unto life eternal; that he that soweth and he that 
reapeth may rejoice together. 37 For herein is the saying true, 
One soweth, and another reapeth. 38 I\ sent you to reap that 


whereon ye have not labored: others have labored, and ye ae 
entered into their labor. 


39 And from that city many of the Samaritans believed on him 
because of the word of the woman, who testified, He told me all 
things that ever I did. 40 So when the Samaritans came unto 
him, they besought him to abide with them: and he abode there 
two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word; 
42 and they said to the woman, Now we believe, not because of 


40 So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought 
him that he would tarry with them: and he abode there two 
days 


41 ‘And many more believed because of his own word; 
42 And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of 


thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and know that 
this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E Gospel of John is the best 
handbook on personal work in 
soul-winning that has ever been 

written. In it we see the Master Soul- 
Winner dealing with needy men and 
women in His own wonderful manner. 
He had no stereotyped method of bring- 
ing the truth to bear upon the hearts 
and consciences of those with whom He 
dealt. In each case the message and 


the manner of presentation were spe-- 


cially adapted to the moral and intel- 
lectual condition of the one He sought 
to save. It was to a learned and re- 
ligious doctor of the law of Moses that 
He spoke so seriously of the importance 
of being born again, in order either to 
see or enter the Kingdom of God (John 
3:1-5). To the poor, characterless 
woman, whom He met at Sychar’s well, 
He told of living water that could slake 
the thirst of her longing soul, and He 
led her to repentance concerning the 


t aa a x 


past and to implicit confidence in Him- 
self for the future. She saw in Him a 
prophet who had revealed the hidden 
sins of her life, and a Saviour who met 
every yearning desire of her poor, fam- 
ished soul. Do-not pass over the early 
part of the chapter. In verses 1 to 26 
we have one of the most touching and 
instructive records in the Bible. He who 
would be used of God to win the lost 
may well ponder this wonderful dialogue 
and note how wisely the blessed Lord 
met this woman’s need and overcame 
her prejudices. He was willing to re- 
ceive of her, a despised Samaritan, in 
order that she might be prepared to re- 
ceive from Him, the promised Messiah, 
the Giver of life and everlasting bless- 
edness. When her own heart and con- 
science had been prok2d to their depths 
and she had trusted Christ for herself, 
she hastened back to the village to tell 
others of the One who sat on the curb 
of Jacob’s well. 


The Historical Setting 


Between the time that Jacob dug the 
well in the piece of ground for which 
he bargained with. Hamor to the time 


The American Standard Version, 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. . 


thy speaking: for we have heard for ourselves, and know that 
this is indeed the Saviour of the world. 


Or, white unto harvest. Already he that reapeth, ete. 


and the International Uniform 


when Jesus rested there, nearly eight- 
een centuries had passed. He waited 
at the well while His disciples went to 
the city to procure food. It was on their 
journey from Jerusalem to Galilee, after 
the Lord had attended the first Passover, 
following His baptism. 


Verse by Verse 


John 4:27.—“‘His disciples . . . mar- 
velled that he talked with the woman.” 
To these men, jealous of their Master’s 
reputation, it seemed strange that He 
should give so much time to a woman 
of so disreputable a character. She was 
not only a despised Samaritan, but evi- 
dently of notoriously evil life. But it 
was to save such that the Lord Jesus 
came. 


Verse 28.—“The woman then left her 
waterpot.” The thirst of her soul 
quenched with the living water, she for- 
got her waterpot for love of Him, and 
hastened away to carry the good news 
to her townsfolk. 


Verse 29.—“Is not this the Christ?” 
With holy enthusiasm, she told how she 
had found One who had torn off the veil 
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‘Lesson for January 17 


that hid the sins of the past ahd revealed = 


to her the true condition of her life, 
How could He who had done this— 
when He had never ‘seen her before — 
be other than the promised Christ, that 
is, the expected Messiah? 

Verse 30.—“They went out... and 
came unto him.” So well did she do 
her part that the men to whom she 
spoke hastened out to. the well to see 
and hear Him of whom they had heard, 
for themselves. / 

Verse 31.—“His disciples prayed him, 
,.. Master, eat.” . Busied about temporal 

i a hasty meal had been prepared, 

which, apparently, the Lord Jesus 
paid no attention, so absorbed was He 
in the salvation of this sinful woman. 


Verse 32.—“I have meat to eat that 
ye know not of.” The. all-engrossing 
passion of His soul was doing the 
Father’s will in saving the lost. 

Verse 33—“Hath any man brought 
him ought to eat?” So inquired the per- 
plexed disciples one of another. They, 
as yet, knew nothing of that passion for 
souls which supersedes all other con- 
siderations. 

Verse 34.—“My meat is to do the will 
of him. that sent me, and to finish his 
work.” It was for this purpose He came 
into the world (Matt. 20:28), and He 
would never be satisfied until He could 
say, “I have finished the work which 
thou gavest me to do” (John 17:4). It 
was the joy of His heart to do the 
Father’s will, even though it meant go- 
ing to the cross to redeem mankind 
and.to glorify the Father in the scene 
where He had been so terribly dishon- 
ored. 

Verse 35.—“Lift up your eyes, and 
look.” While they could see the growing 
grain all about them, it would be some 
months yet before the harvest would 
be ready for reaping. But He saw all 
about Him the ripened fruit, waiting 
for spiritual reapers who had opened 
eyes and burning hearts. He would have 
the disciples contemplate the waiting 
throngs in such need of the Gospel mes- 
sage that, gpurred on by a holy zeal 
such as that which was consuming Him, 
they, too, might go forth to win souls. 


Verse 36.—“He that soweth and he that 
reapeth may rejoice together.” For 
those who labored faithfully in the 
world’s great harvest field there would 
be sure reward in that day when all 
who served God here shall give account 
of their labors. Whether it be one’s lot 
to sow or to reap, the reward will be 
the same and both will rejoice together 
in that day of manifestation. 


Verse 37.—“One soweth, and another 
reapeth.” It is not given to all to see 
the immediate result of their labors, but 
he who first carries the message has 
as great a place in the divine economy 
of soul-winning as he who leads men to 


definite decision for Christ’ (1 Cor. 3: , 


5-8). 
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3. January 17.—Jesus Winning Souls. 
John 4:1-42 
4. January 24.—Jesus..the Great Phy- 
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5. January 31.—Jesus the Bread of Life. 
John 6 








Verse 38.—“Other men laboured, and 
ye are entered into their labours.” 
Prophets and holy men in past years 
had given out the Word of God. In due 
time Christ came and He commissioned 
His apostles to continue the great work 
of calling the nation of Israel first, and 
the Gentiles later on, to heed the mes- 
sage of grace. 

Verse. 39.—“‘Many ... believed... 
for the saying of the woman.” Such is 
the power of fervent testimony. This 
redeemed woman became an evangelist 
to the men of Sychar, and through her 
witness many came to trust in the Sav- 
iour for themselves. 


Verse 40.—“The Samaritans .. . be- 
sought him that he would tarry with 
them.” So eager were these people of 
a despised race to hear more and to 
know Him better that they pleaded with 
the Lord Jesus Christ to remain among 
them. He therefore stayed on for two 
days, instructing them further in the 
way of life. = 

Verse 41.—“‘Many more believed be- 
cause of his own word.” These had not 
been influenced particularly by the 
woman to whom He had revealed Him- 
self at the well, but they were ready 
to hear His own message, and faith came 
by hearing (Rom. 10717): 


Verse 42.—“We have heard . . . and 
know that this is indéed the Christ, the 
Saviour of the world.” Note the full- 
ness of their confession—a recognition 
of the mystery of His person that com- 
pares favorably with. the declaration 
made by Peter some time afterward 
(Matt. 16:16). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The great business of those who know 
the saving power of Christ Jesus for 
themselves should be that of making 
Him known to others. No occupation to 
which men give themselves can compare 
with this in importance. To every saved 
one there comes the command to lift up 
the eyes and look upon the field —to 
consider the need of a world of lost sin- 
ners—that thus we may all be moved 
by the same holy zeal and spiritual pas- 
sion that was so fully manifested in our 
Master. Soul-saving was the all-absorb- 
ing concern of His great heart of love. 
He saw men in their misery and wretch- 
edness, exposed to eternal judgment, and 
came from the glory of Heaven to seek 
and save the lost (Luke 19:10). 
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A Lesson Outline 

THe Master Sovut-WInner 

John 4:1-42 
Seizing the opportunity (vs. 6, 7) 
Disarming prejudice (vs. 9, 10) 
Imparting knowledge (vs. 11-14) 
Reaching the conscience (vs. 15-18) 
Revealing God (vs. 19-24) 
Manifesting Himself (vs. 25, 26) 
Doing the Father’s will (vs. 32-34) 
Imparting vision to His disciples (vs. 
35-38) 

An abundant harvest (vs. 39-42) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


In studying the account of our Lord’s 
interview with this Samaritan woman, 
it is interesting to see how He first won 
her heart’s confiderice and overcame her 
prejudices by His kindly, courteous at- 
titude toward her. She expected con- 
tempt and opposition from a Jew. She 
found instead sympathy and understand- 
ing. Then He probed her conscience, 
and led her to face her sins in the pres- 
ence of God. This is the proper order 
in seeking to win a soul, and we may 
all learn from it. 

This Mountain or Jerusalem. The 
Samaritans had built a temple on Mt. 
Gerizim, which they claimed was the 
place God had chosen. The Jews, in 
accordance with His Word, had their 
Temple on Mt. Moriah, in Jerusalem. 
When awakened as to the importance 
of spiritual things, the age-old question 
as to which of these temples was the 
proper place to meet God pressed upon 
this woman’s heart. Jesus answeredeher 
anxious inquiry by showing that God 
can be reachéd anywhere, if there be 
sincerity in seeking His face.’ He’ is 
Himself seeking worshipers, and td this 
end has sent His servants to proclaim 
His message of truth and grace through- 
out the world. ./**) © 


Applications and Summaries 

When thé satisfaction of-fieshly 4ppel 
tite is the matter of prime importance, 
one may be certain he has not yet en- 
tered into a sense of the value of spir- 
itual realities. 


It was the very food of the soul of 
Jesus Christ to do the Father’s will in 
saving sinners. To find a sinner ready 
to respohd to His message gave Him 
more delight than the most tempting 
meal could afford to a hungry man. 


Have we ever lifted up our eyes to 
look out over the world and to realize 
something of the dire need of its teem- 
ing millions? No one would question 
the importance of missionary effort who 
has ever had this open vision. 

Everyone, saved by the grace of our 
Lord Jesus, should be a witness to 
others. There is nothing that can take 
the place of personal testimony for 
Christ. 
Cuicaco. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
uni 


Low, and Mrs, Have you 
some of the questions ‘er- 
ent members of your class, let them 
discover the answers 





see they can 
as given on a later page of this issue? 
HY did the Lord Jesus need to go 
through Samaria in order to reach 
Galilee? 

2 Who were the Samaritans? 

3. How did Christ win the attention of 
the woman of Samaria? 

4. Towatd what did Christ direct her at- 
tention? 

6. What caused the disciples to wonder 
when they found the Lord talking with the 
woman of Samaria? 

6. What gave force to the woman's testi- 
mony? . 

7. What is the harvest of which the Lord 
spoke? 

8. What was the woman’s first service as 
a believer in Christ? 

9. What are two éssentials of a soul-win- 
ner? 


10. What is the foreign missionary appli- 
cation and message in this lesson? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 15 of this issue. 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 

are urged not to send anything without first 

securing and reading carefully a leafiet ex- 
the conditions of this department. The 
of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 

let, will be sent for ten cents in stemnpe. Failure 

to note the conditions means that good rt 
are constantly heying to 4 x antes 

editors, which might otherwise 


Mustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word ‘Print. 


In view of the large number of Mnstentions 
nan reg on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Fool, if Necessary, for Christ’s Sake, 
—He that reapeth receiveth wages, and 
gathereth fruit unto life eternal (Golden 
Text). John Wesley made a noble reply 
to an unbeliever who twitted him when 
he was about to leave England to work 
as a missionary among Negroes in 
Georgia. This man said, “You want 
nothing; have a good provision for life, 
and prospect of preferment; and must 
you leave it all to fight windmills —to 
convert savages in America?” Wesley 
answered calmly, “Sir, if the Bible be 
not true, I am a fool and a madman 
as you can conceive; but if it is true, 
I am sober-minded. For He has declared, 
‘There is no man that hath left house, 
or parents, or brethren, ... for the 
kingdom of God’s sake, who shall not 
receive manifold more in this present 
time, and in the world to come life 
everlasting.’”—From Christian Victory. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Central City, 
Nebr. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Hope for Satan’s Castaways.—And 
upon this came his disciples, and mar- 
velled that he talked with the woman 
(John 4:27). George Whitefield, stand- 
ing in his tabernacle in London, with 
a multitude gathered about him, cried 
out, “The Lord Jesus will save the 
Devil’s castaways!” Two poor, aban- 
doned wretches standing outside heard 
him. Looking into each other’s faces, 
they said, “That must mean you and 
me.” They took hope, and drew near, 
and looked in at the door, at the face of 
the earnest messenger, tears streaming 
down his face as he pleaded with God 
to save the people. One of them wrote 
him a little note and sent it to’ him. 
Later in the day as he sat at the table 
with Lady Huntington, someone said, 
“Mr. Whitefield, did you not go too far 
today when you said the Lord would 
save the Devil’s castaways?” Taking the 
note from his pockét he gave it to the 
lady and said, “Will you read this aloud?” 
She read:. “Mr. Whitefield: Two mis- 
erable lost women listening heard you 
say that the Lord would save the Devil’s 
castaways. We write to tell you that we 
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both have’yielded our lives to Him, and 
from this hour we shall serve Him who 
has died for us.”—-From a Moody Colpor- 
tage book. Sent by Howard G. Wilcox, 
Kearney, Nebr. 


Why He Wanted to Know.—The 
woman then left her waterpot, and went 
her way into the city, and saith to 
the men, Come, see a man, which told 
me all things that ever I did: is not this 
the Christ? (vs. 28, 29.) On a Southern 
battlefield a soldier had an artery of 
his arm shattered severely by the frag- 
ment of a shell, and was fast bleeding 
to death. A passing physician bound up 
the artery and saved his life. As the 
physician was leaving, the man cried, 
“Doctor, what is your name?” “Oh, no 
matter,” said the doctor. “But, Doctor, 
I want to, tell my wife and children 
who saved me.” So when Christ comes 
to us binding up our spirits and saving 
our dying souls, is it any wonder that 
there is a longing to tell others what He 
has done for us?—From the Herald and 
Presbyter. Sent by Helen Palmer, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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uncolored, or $1 each colored. The film-slide rolls, containing usually thirty or more pictures, 
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‘Once Forbidden; Now Invited.—Lift 
up your eyes, and look on the. fields 
(v: 35b). 
will see that they are white unto har- 
vest. We are living literally at the 
harvesttime of all ages... . Eager peo- 
ples by the thousands, yes, in some cases, 
by the millions, are not only stretching 
out hungry hands, but moving toward 
us. Dr. Joseph C. Robbins, Baptist for- 
eign secretary for British India, a few 
years ago, in northern Assam, had the 
experience of having eighteen savage 
chieftains come ten days’ journey over 
the rugged mountains and foothills of 
the Himalayas to beg of him that he 
send missionaries up to their tribes. In 
former years, chieftains gave notice to 
missionaries to get out. Now they are 
begging them to come in.—From Western 
Recorder. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Newport, Ky. 

Dr. Rood’s First Soul-Winning Joy.— 
That both he that soweth and he that 
reapeth may rejoice together (v. 36b). 
When I had just been converted, at the 
age of 14, I received a message one day 
. to go to the open-air sanatorium in 
Portland, Oreg. A young Norwegian 
sailor was on his death-bed. -He could 
not speak English and I was requested 
to go and talk with him in his cwn 
language. When I came into the tent I 
saw a young man in the last stages of 
tuberculosis. I was inexperienced in 
Christian work and knew nothing of the 
technique of soul-winning. I only knew 
that the Lord Jesus Christ was my Sav- 
iour, that I loved Him, and that others 
needed to know about Him.*I read a 
passage of Scripture, said a few words 
to my young friend, and prayed for 
him. The next day I went back to see 
him. There was a new look on his 
countenance, and when I came into the 
tent, he said, “Thank God, I am saved !” 
He told me about his Christian home 
in Norway, and of the prayers of his 
parents. Now he was dying in a strange 
land and among strange people, but he 
was so glad that his mother’s prayers 
had been answered and Jesus Christ 
was now his Saviour. I shall never 
forget the joy that came into my heart 
on that occasion. As I walked away from 
the tent it seemed that the grass had 
never been so green, the sky never so blue, 
and the birds had never sung so sweetly. 
I had experienced the joy of soul-win- 
ning.—From “In Green Pastures,” by 
Paul Rood. Sent by John Fleck, Monon- 
gah, W. Va. 


Fruit Out of Failure.—One soweth, and 
another reapeth (v. 37b). A missionary 
in Urfa, Mesopotamia, labored thirteen 
years before he baptized a single con- 
vert. Everything was discouraging, even 
hopeless, to human appearance. Then 
came an epidemic of cholera. People 
fled in panic, deserting the sick and 
the dying. The missionary, forgetful of 
self, waited upon the sufferers, tenderly 
and tirelessly. The living and the dy- 


As you look on the fields you - 


‘Man met colored Jim and said, 
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ing blessed his name. Worn and weary 
he: at last himself fell..a victim to the 


disease. All the survivors. carried: his . 


body reverently and sorrowfully to a 
little, grove outside the city. walls. It 
now seemed that the work.of the mis- 
sionary was at-an end. A successor was 
appointed, however, and he was met 
nine miles away by a large company 
and conducted to -Urfa with. honors. 
Large numbers turned to Christ, and a 
substantial house of. worship was built 
and dedicated to the-memory of “The 
man who died -for us.”.. The “corn of 
wheat” had fallen into the ground, and 
precious was the harvest.—From the 
Baptist Teacher. Sent by Mrs..S. Otis 
Roe, Lynn, Mass. Prize illustration. 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By William H, Ridgway 


Where Are You on the Pig?—My meat 
is to do the will of him that sent me 
(John 4:34). When a person is stirred 
by a great emotion, or overwhelmed by 
a great passion, he is not interested in 
“meat.” 

Mrs. Edison’s greatest problem with 
her wonderful husband was to get him 
to eat as, night and day, without a 
change of clothes, he kept in pursuit of 
that which was his great passion. 

The toothache vanishes at the cry of 
“Fire” or the news of a catastrophe 
in the family. 

Jesus’ passion was the salvation of the 
human soul. With the contact with the 
woman of Samaria the hunger from the 
long day’s travel vanished in His pas- 
sion to save the poor woman’s soul. 

When you acquire somewhat of this 
same passion, something to eat will not 
play a very important part in your life. 

There are lots of: Christians who re- 
mind me of the old darky down South. 
Along about butchering time he used to 
come up to the Boss Man’s house and 
help him a little bit, and for his reward 
he got the jowls of the pig. But on 
this particular year colored Jim did not 
turn up. Some time afterward the Boss 
“Jim, 
you weren’t up to the butcherin’ this 
year.” 

“No, Boss Man, this year Ise eatin’ 
furder back on the pig.” 

Now as a Christian, if the old colored 
fellow’s metaphor appeals to you, you 
can decide just where on the religious 
pig you are eating. 

The Lord’s meat consisted in doing 
the will of His Father in the salvation 
of the world. 


The Finest of Outdoor Sports.—Both 
he that soweth and he that reapeth may 
rejoice together (v. 36). Some years ago 
one of the most popular of the car- 
toonists, whose pictures were syndicated 
all over the United States,.-was a man 
who signed himself “Tad.” One of his 
most popular series was “Indoor Sports” 
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and “Outdoor Sports.”. He was a man 
of great ability and wit, as well as a’ 
fine artist. 

I was reminded of his. old cartoons as 
I took up this text, as it would seem that 
our Lord thinks of seeking the salva- 
tion of men as outdoor occupation. He 
likens it to two outdodér occupations 
—sowing and reaping,— where, in that 
day, the. same man who. sowed also 
reaped, and to another outdoor spor, 
that of fishing. 

If anyone should object to the -use 
of the word “sport” in relation to so 
serious an occupation as that of saving a 
human soul, may I be permitted to re- 
mind that reader that in connection with 
sowing and reaping there is great re- 
joicing and great fun and great sport. 

In agricultural districts Harvest Homes 
are great festivals. Maybe some of my 
readers have been at husking bées and 
have been fortunate enough to find the 
red ear and get the best-looking girl at 
the party. 

As I write, some 20,000 people are said 
to be in attendance at a cornhusking 
contest in the field, where the cham- 
pions from various states are seeing who 
can take the most ears of corn from 
the standing stalks. 

When it comes to fishing, the men in 
our employ will lose a day’s wages, get 
up before daylight, drive off to a re- 
mote trout stream, put on rubber boots 
that come to the hips, and wade around 
in the water the best part of the day, 
to come home with fo more than ten 
fish, according to law. And they say 
they had a fine day of sport. 

Our Lord is trying to tell us that the 
sower and the reaper and the fisher have 
much to rejoice about together. 


The Power of the Word—And many 
more believed because of his own word 
(v. 41). One of the most striking sur- 
prises in the Gospel narrative is to 
discover what small effect the miraclés 
of our Lord had upon the minds and 
hearts of the people among whom He 
moved. 

We are told, in the one place where 
the Other World is revealed to us, that 
when the rich man wanted someone ‘to 
be sent to warn his brothers, that they 
might not come to the place of torment, 
“Neither will they be persuaded, though’ 
one rose from the dead.” 

The unregenerate mind explains away 
a miracle. 

At the marriage feast of Cana in Gali- 
lee, says the unbeliever, the Lord, or 
someone, inserted a rootbeer or similar 
extract into the water and made a de- 
lectable drink, which was a great im- 
provement over the native sour wine. 

The son of the widow of Nain, says 
the same unbeliever, was simply in a 
trance, and lots of the sick and crippled 
were suffering more from imagination 
than a disease, and the crowds and the 
ocgasion excited the so-called afflicted 
ones that they recovered. 
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Yet, as will be found in our next 
lesson, our Lord had 5,000 people on 
His. hands; with nothing with which to 
feed them but a boy’s lunch of five 
loaves and two fishes. In a most orderly 
way, before their eyes, His hand so 
multiplied this provision of food that 
they were not only all fed, but twelve 
basketsful were left over. 

We do not read that, any great num- 
ber of that large company were led to 
accept the Lord as Saviour. Yet, after 
our Lord had gone back to Heaven, 
Peter, in one sermon, had 3,000 who 
were converted. 

Our text tells us that many were con- 
verted, not because of any miracle, but 
they were converted by the Word. 

I have taken a hint from the Book 
itself, and in all my Sunday school work 
I have depended upon God’s Word itself, 
rather than upon methods or preach- 
ments, and my friends do me the honor 
to ‘say I have been measurably suc- 
cessful. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
ve 


For Primary Teuthes 
By Ethel S. Low 


OST of us crave greater power for 
personal work. We have attended 
classes on the subject, we have studied 
various and sundry outlines, and memo- 
rized Scripture to be used, which we 
were assured would make us successful 
soul-winners, but somehow we still fall 
short of the mark. Perhaps we can all 
get some help from our lesson today, 
which is a wonderful story of the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself dealing with.a soul. 
First there is that little phrase, “He 
must needs go through Samaria.” He 
knew that woman with a hungry heart 
would be at the well at Sychar, and 
He must be there. But you say that we 
do not have His foreknowledge at our 
disposal, But, don’t we? _ We have the 
Holy Spirit as our Guide, and so we 
have divine foreknowledge at our dis- 
posal. The trouble with us is that we 
fail to go when the Spirit tells. us to 
go, and where. If we will put our lives 
under the leading of the Spirit, He will 
lead us to the right person at the right 
time. This is abundantly proved by the 
testimony of those soul-winners who are 
successful. , 

We can study the kindly approach 
Christ made to this woman, asking her 
for a drink of water, setting her at ease; 
in a word, overcoming the restraint be- 
tween Jew and Samaritan. Then He 
aroused her curiosity by some startling 
statements. He put His finger kindly but 
firmly on the sinful condition of her 
life. She at once knew He was a 
prophet, and as she believed Messiah 
was coming, it was easy for her to be- 
lieve Him when He told her He was 
the Messiah she expected. , 

The Holy Spirit will lead us in our 
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approach to people, He will give wis- 
dom in dealing with them, if we will 
use it. .One of our troubles is that we 
use our wisdom against His. We de- 
cide that the thing we were so definitely 
led to do, just wouldn’t be wise to try. 
This is a confession most of us must 
make, 

As Primary teachers, we have the 
easiest class to reach with the Gospel. 
A little child is ready to believe. They 
have no preconceived ideas to uproot, 


nor lives of sin to dull their responsive- - 


ness. The love of the Lord Jesus Christ 
appeals to them, and He Himself said, 
“Suffer the little children to come unto 
me.” It is our business to bring them. 

Another point of note is the result of 
this woman’s conversion, and she a 
woman of ill repute. Many of the peo- 
ple of the city came to see Christ be- 
cause of this woman’s testimony; then 
they believed on Him and begged Him 
to tarry with them, and He stayed two 
days. What a marvelous two days that 
must have been! Many more believed 
because of His word. All this because 
Christ met one woman at the well of 
Sychar. And just as wonderful results 
can come from your or my contact with 
one person, as the Spirit leads us. 

Tell the children the story of the les- 
son, and emphasize the haste and enthu- 
siasm of the woman, who rushed back to 
the city, leaving her waterpot at the 
well, Every Christian, even the little 
children, should be as anxious to tell 
somebody about Jesus Christ, as was 
this poor Samaritan woman who had just 
met Him. 

Wry Nor Try Tuts? 


Make a picture of a waterpot or jar 
for each child. This was what. the 
woman carried to the well to get water 
for her body. Then give each child a 
small white cross to paste on the water- 
pot. Explain to them that she went 
home, not only with the water for which 
she went, but also, through belief in the 
Lord Jesus, she received from Him liv- 
ing water, eternal life. 

Mopesto, Cauir. 

we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


HOULD rain be falling in your clime 

at the time of this lesson, use it as 
an introduction. If disparaging remarks 
about the weather have been made by 
the children, ask if they would prefer 
to live in the Sahara Desert, and why. 
Deuteronomy 11:11, 12 may’ lead to a 
worshipful expression of thanksgiving 
for the benefits of rain. Stress the fact: 
no water, no life. If water were even 
as scarce as sugar and rubber, what 
grumbling there would be! 

Have you ever been very thirsty? 
(Allow the children to tell briefly of 
such experiences.) Wouldn’t you have 
liked a glass of water then? 
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as our human life must have 

water to keep on living, the new life 

which we talked about 

last Sunday as being born in us, would 

if it were not 

supplied with its kind of water, some- 

times called “living water” and. -the 
“water of life.” . 

Make a living poster. The setting 
should be in place before the beginning 
of the class session, and the ones taking 
part rehearsed. A curtain or sheet would 
make a good background, but may be 
dispensed with. Have two chairs and 
a’smail table placed in the center with 
a‘plate and a glass of water at one end 
and an open Bible at the other. First, 
a boy takes his place and drinks the 
water. He holds this pose while the 
caption, “Water—for Human Life” is 
pinned to the background above the 
boy’s head or stood easel-fashion on 
the table. Then a girl takes her place 
opposite the boy, folds her hands, and 
bows her head as in prayer. She holds 
this pose while the caption, “Living 
Water—for Eternal Life,” is displayed. 

After the participants in the poster 
scene have returned to their places, ask 
other children, one at a time, to go to 
the Bible on the table, from which slips 
of paper protrude, read the reference 
on one of the slips so the others may 
find the verse in their own Bibles (Psa. 
34:8a; Isa. 12:3; 44:3, 4; 55:1la, 10, 11; 
Amos 8:11; Matt. 5:6; John 7:37), and 
then read from the Bible the verses 
about the “water of life” (Rev., 21:6c; 
22:17d). From the symbolism of these 
verses lead the children to see that 
God’s Word, His Spirit, contact with the 
Lord Jesus Himself nourish and satisfy 
the thirst of the spiritual life. There is 
no rationing of this living water. 

One day the Lord Jesus and His dis- 
ciples were traveling on foot through 
an unfriendly country —the land of :the 
Samaritans. Reaching a deep well 
which Jacob had dug for his family 
and cattle many years before, the Lord 
rested there while the disciples went 
to a near-by town to buy food. A woman 
from the town approached the well with 
hér water jar. The Lord spoke to her. 
Russell will read from his Bible what 
the Lord said, and Elaine will give the 
woman’s replies, (See that the children 
are well prepared to read the conversa- 
tion in John’ 4:7-19, 25, 26 with good 
expression.) Just then the disciples got 
back with food and were surprised to 
find. the Lord talking with this woman. 
The woman was so thrilled at discover- 
ing the Christ that she forgot her water 
jar and hurried back to town with the 
news and the invitation, “Come, see a 
mah, which told me all things that ever 
I did: is not this the Christ?” Then the 
crowds came out; some perhaps merely 
curious to see a man who “knew things”; 
many others, believing the woman’s 
words that He must be the long-looked- 
for Christ. When the people reached 
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the Lord, they -begged -Him-to come to -.. 
their town and stay: He-stayed-there © 


two days, teaching ‘them:::-Many more 
believed when they-‘heard: Him them- 
selves; and later told the woman, “Now 
we believe, not because of:thy saying: 
for we have heard: him ‘ourselves, .and 
know that this is indeed: the:.Christ; the 
Saviour. of the -world.” . 


They had followed «the Psaimist’s di- 
rections, “O.taste and see that the Lord 
is good” (Psa. 34:8)... Have -you? 

Bucksport, MAINE. ; 


"7 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank Thee that on so many occasions our 
Lord dealt with surroundings that so greatly 
helped to make clear His teaching to His 
inquiring disciples. We, too, may. the . better 
understand His messages to those around Him 
if we see in our imagination the very places 
and the persons receiving these messages. 
We thank Thee for the rich truths gathered 
from the scenes around Jacob’s well. May 
the lessons drawn from the harvest fields 
around that historic well be duly impressed 
upon us by the teachings of the Lord of the 
harvest as He looked out upon the fields white 
already unto the harvest. Help us, we pray 
Thee, to make our own lives fruitful for 
others through the power of that same Lord 
Jesus, whose daily food was to do the will 
of Him who had sent Him. We ask it in 
His dear name. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Our Lord was al- 
ways using in His teaching the things 
that might be seen all around Him to 
illustrate arid impress the lessons that 
He taught. He did ‘not look for some 
strange and unaccustomed scene to illus- 
trate His message, but He used what 
was near by to make plain what His 
hearers needed to know. Close by’ the 
edge of Jacob’s well our Lord and the 
others looked over: ‘harvest. fields; : and 
from these He: drew -lessons. of spiritual 
value for His disciples of that day and 





EARNING OF _. 
| EADING OTHERS TO. (HRIST 


BOTH PRIVILEGES ARE YOURS 











this. He did not talk about the sea and 
the sky, but He spoke about the very 
things ,that His hearers could easily see 
for themselves, and they could not es- 
cape His meaning. We ought not. be 
slow to realize that today there is a 
harvest of souls waiting for us if we 
will but take His lessons to heart and 
turn them into action. Is there some- 
one you know who ought to. be “har- 
vested”? Have you ever talked to him 
about it? Can you stand in your im- 
agination at Jacob’s well and do nothing 
about the fields around you, “white 
already to harvest’? Let us. pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “Come, see A MAN...”! 

Discussion: Besides ‘knowing Jesus 
Christ for yourself as your own Saviour, 
what does it take to get other people 
interested in Him? 

Objective: “Ye shall be witnesses unto 
me” (Acts. 1:8). 











AY, fellows, if one can back up his 
statement by offering to show the 
proof, it helps the skeptical to believe. 
When I was a boy I had a bird egg 
collection. It grew to 120 varieties. Some 


’ of the other fellows also had collections 


and we traded with each other. If one 
of us had more than one egg of a cer- 
tain variety, we would exhange the ex- 
tra egg to get a new kind. We searched 
the woods and the fields and the creek 
banks for birds’ nests. Of course we 
would not rob the nest, but we took 
one egg, using a spoon and not our fin- 
gers, for the mother bird would leave 
the nest if touched by the hand—so 
we were told. ‘There was a boy named 
Harvey, living not far from my home, 
who usually had some sensational story 
to tell about his own exploits and I had 
very little confidence in his word. Har- 
vey told me one day he had found a 
hummingbird’s nest and I showed plainly 
I did not believe it. He did not have 
an egg to prove it, because, he said, 
the nest hung so far out over the creek 
that he could not get to it. In all my 
searching I had never been able to lo- 
cate a hummingbird’s nest. But Harvey 
was very positive, He said, “Come withme, 
and I will show it to you.” When he 
said that, and so earnestly, I began to 
think he might indeed have found some- 
thing; so I went with him. Sure enough, 
there it was, suspended far out over the 
water, a marvelous creation. And just 
then the. mother bird emerged from the 
tiny round side door of that cocoon- 
shaped palace and sped away. Harvey 
was right that time, and he was so well 
assured that he could afford to say, 
“Come and see.” 


Today we have John’s record of the 
woman of Sychar, a woman with a bad 
reputation, running into the village, tell- 
ing people to “come, see a man, which 
told me all things that ever I did: is 
not this the Christ?” It was the Orien- 
tal way of saying, “This must be the 
Christ!” Well, the men of the town 
perhaps had their doubts, but the woman 
said with such conviction, “Come, see,” 
that they went out to the well, and, sure 
enough, found Jesus there just as she had 
said. When they saw Him, and heard 
Him, they believed and were saved. After- 
ward they told the woman, “Now we 
believe, not because of thy saying: for 
we have heard him ourselves, and know 








“To the Jew First” 


This is the bedrock of the Jewish 
Mission appeal to every Bible-believ- 
ing soul. “*To the Jew first” is as 
basic in missions as faith in Christ 


brings us an increasing number of 
ifts “* To the Jew first.” And many 
letters tell us, “* Thank you so much for 
calling my attention to my duty and 
rivilege. I want to start the New 

ear right.” - 

Think it over, for some day you 
too will join this blessed host and 
om too will say, “*I want to preach 

od’s Gospel in God’s way—to the 
Jew first.” Was there ever a time 
in the world’s Naty when this pre- 
cious privilege, ‘* To the Jew first,” 
was more imperative than in this 
present hour? With Israel in the cal- 
dron of demon hate, with the world 
being driven by Satan himself to ex- 
terminate, if that were possible, the 
people whom God has called Hisvery 
own, can any true child of God with- 
hold the heart and the hand of 
oy we not, while He still tarries, 
reach out with a ministry of love to 
those sorely harassed and distressed 


a4 ? **To the Jew first” indeed has 
a a meaning in such an hour as 
this! 


Our work merits your eve 
fidence. Our field is: not only the 
4,000,000 Jews of America, but, under 
divine impulse, we are at grips with 
the problems of reaching a world 
Jewry with the Gospel. In America, 
branches are maintained in the larger 
cities. Abroad, the Lord is wonder- 
fully blessing our stations in Paris, 
Warsaw, and Jerusalem. And 
through affiliated missions and mis- 
sionaries, our Yiddish publications are 
being distributed in other important 
Jewish centers of the world. 


Your help and prayers are always 
needed. “THE CHOSEN PEO- 
PLE,” loved by Bible students for 
its helpful Information on Prophécy 
and the Jews, is sent to contributors. 


MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU? 





American Board of Missions 
to the Jews, Inc. 


27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Here is my offering, $......... 
** To the Jew first.”” May the Lord bless 
this gift for Israel’s salvation. 7 
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is basic in salvation. Every January . 
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that this is indeed the Christ; the Sav- 
iour of the world.” 


John the Baptist, pointing to Jesus 
Christ, said, “Behold the Lamb of God”! 
See Him for yourselves. John and An- 
drew heard, and followed Jesus as He 
walked away. When they overtook Him, 
He turned and asked them what they 
wanted. “Master,” they said, “where 
dwellest thou?” Jesus answered, “Come 
and see.” Before the day was over they 
found the Lord Jesus living in their own 
hearts. Andrew promptly went to find his 
own brother, Simon Peter, saying to him, 
“We have found the Messias”! Come 
with me, Peter, you must see Him for 
yourself. Peter went with Andrew and 
was convinced. Next day Philip, who 
had also made the wonderful discov- 
ery, sought out Nathanael, saying to 
him, “We have found Him whom Moses 
prophesied would come, even Jesus of 
Nazareth!” And Nathanael was skep- 

cal, But Philip said, “Come and see”! 
See Him for yourself, Nathanael, and 
you will never doubt Him. Nathanael 
was impressed enough to investigate, and 
when he saw Jesus and heard Him, he 
exclaimed, “Rabbi, thou art the Son 
of God”! 

Do you see what it takes, fellows? 
You must know the Lord Jesus Christ 
yourself; you must give Him your heart, 
your life. Then you can tell some un- 
b2liever to “come and see,” and you will 
tell jt with. such evident conviction that 
he will be willing to try to see Him for 
himself. That never fails, for Jesus has 
said, “Him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out” (John 6:37). 

AVON Park, FLA. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—Learn to worship Christ and 
cause others to worship through your 
testimony. 
Lesson Outline.— 
Christ was interested in the woman. 
The woman became interested in Christ. 
The woman became spiritually interested 
in her friends. 
The friends became interested in Christ. 











Wuy Win Sovuts To Cnrist? (John 4:36) 


HOPKEEPERS, office workers, house- 

wives from cities, and students from 
schools are being recruited as volunteers 
to work part time in the fields to save 
our grapes, tomatoes, sugar beets, cot- 
ton, and other food and fiber before 
they perish. Cotton, of course, does not 
perish like tomatoes, but unless it is 
picked before the rains spot and spoil 
the fiber, it cannot be used, our Govern- 
ment tells us, for vital war materials. 
Two hundred and fifty pounds of cotton 
is needed to equip a man in service, and 
one fairly ‘good picker can pick that 
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much in a day, so you'can see the im- 
mediate importance of the work of every 
individual. Never before has the city 
population had such an opportunity to 
realize the value of farms, and never 
before have we in America had the priv- 
ilege of sowing, reaping, and fighting 
together for the welfare of one another, 
laboring now so that evéntually we may 
“rejoice together.” 

For a similar reason Christ asked for 
volunteers in the harvest of souls. If 
the woman who met Him at Sychar’s 
well had not gone back to Samaria to 
tell her neighbors of Him, they might 
never have opened their hearts to re- 
ceive the Saviour, and their souls would 
have been lost to the Kingdom. Have 
you ever pictured the joyous reunion 
in Heaven as we meet all those who 
have had a part in directing us there; 
and then as we meet the many friends 
of those-whom we have helped to win? 
Individual effort may seem small, but 
total effort in the hand of God is mighty. 

Why should we win souls to Christ? 
Christ needs them. They need Him. 
Christians need the blessing of bringing 
folks into contact with the Lord. 

List the changes wrought in the per- 
sonality of the Samaritan woman. Christ 
wanted her as one of His own (1 John 
4:19). At first she did not know it, but 
she needed Him to justify her in God’s 
sight (Rom. 3:20-25); and give her the 
desire and power to begin a new life 
(2 Cor. 5:17). Those to whom she wit- 
nessed needed her “in Christ’s stead” to 
direct them to the Lord (2 Cor. 5:20). 
Furthermore, she needed the Word, Life, 
and Light about which we learned in 
our lesson two weeks ago, and she must 
be born of water and of the Spirit, as 
we learned last week, before she could 
be of service to her Master. 


Have You STARTED SPEAKING OF CHRIST? 


What are the words that cause folks 
to worship the Lord? (Psa. 119:130.) 
What did Christ say of Himself? “The 
water that I shall give him shall be in 
him a well of water...” (John 4:14; 
7:37, 38). The saddest person in the 
world is the person with a withered 
spirit, but Christ can revitalize withered 
spirits, and plant within our beings re- 
sources that will keep us alive forever. 

What did the woman say of Christ? 
“Come,” she invited. “See.” Her 
friends must meet Christ for themselves. 
“A man.” The God-Man, Heaven’s 
Representative, had touched her heart. 
“Which told me all things.” He had 
caused her to recognize her sin, and to 
realize that she needed His heip. “Is 
not this the Christ?” With her whole 
desire she wanted these friends to wor- 
ship as she now worshiped. 

What did the people say of Christ? 
“We believe.” Their faith was personal 
and real. “We have heard him ourselves, 
and know.” They not only believed in 
Christ; they had also been changed by 
Christ. . “This -is indeed the Christ, the 
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Saviour of: the world.” ‘Their convic-- - 
tion -was so deep that they, too, avere 
ready to witness for the Saviour. 

What are the results of soul-winning? 
Joy! There is joy in Heaven, joy with 
the one who is born again, and joy 
among all those who had a part in 
winning that one for Christ. “ The 
woman was so anxious that others might 
share her joy that she “left her waterpot” 
where it was and went to tell them. 

Christ was so deeply moved. by -the 
new birth of this woman, and the pros- 
pects of others whom she would bring 
to Him, that He could not eat. 

What does Christ mean to you? Have 
you ever told anyone about Him?  Ex- 
press your faith to someone this week. 
Helping folks make contact with’God 
is the most wholesome, utterly satisfy- 


Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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ing activity this side of Heaven, and it 
is an activity that should be prescribed 
for the physical, mental, and spiritual 
development of every Christian. 


ALPAvGH, CALIF. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 10) 
1. It was the only way for Him at this 
time, as He knew He would meet a thirsty 
soul at Sychar’s well. 


2. Originally all the Kingdom of Israel 
asp distinguished from the Kingdom of 
Judah, were called Samaritans. But at the 
time of Christ the Samaritans were the 
descendants of Assyrians placed there by 
their king after he had carried the inhabi- 
tants into captivity. 


3..Christ spoke to the woman about those 
things in which she was interested, that 
is; her activities, and her friends. 


4. He directed her attention toward God 
as her ‘object of worship, and toward Him- 
self as the manifestation of God. 


5. The average Jew would never be seen 
talking alone with a woman in a public 
place, and besides, this woman was of a 
despised race and an immoral person. 


6. The fact that she had been herself 
convinced that Jesus was the Christ. 


7. The great ingathering of the redeemed 
at His coming. 


8. The woman left that in which she had 
been interested, and hurried home to start 
a revival among her neighbors. 


9. A soul-winner must know and worship 
the Lord Jesus, and must reveal Him to 
others as the altogether lovely One who is 
worthy of their worship. 


10. Christ is the Saviour of the world. 
He reaches out to the Samaritans, not only 
to the Jews. The field “white already to 
harvest” turns our attention especially 
toward the unreached fields (4:35). 


Helping Persecuted Christians 
and Refugee Children 


(Continued from page 7) 


money for the relief of Hebrew Chris- 
tians. The’ spread of the war has made 
it difficult for all missionary societies 
to get relief to missionaries and to those 
whom these societies are helping, but our 
Committee is still able to help the perse- 
cuted Hebrew Christians in many lands. 
The Friends of Israel Refugee Relief 
. Committee, Inc., for three years or more 
has been supplying to persecuted Chris- 
tians of Europe not only the physical 
bread which has preserved the physical 
lives of many, but through the regular 
and responsible missionary societies of 
the Church of England, the Church of 
Scotland, and other well-known and re- 
liable agencies, we have been privileged 
to give the Bread of Life. Many souls 
have been won for Christ through the 
generous response of those who have 
contributed to our Committee. 

In England and Scotland are many 
refugee children from Europe for whom 
the missionary societies of the churches 
made themselves responsible. These 


children could not be left in Europe 
to endure the horrors of war, and the 
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rapid spread of the war made it im- 
possible for the authorities to send them 
to other lands. They had to be clothed 
and fed and schooled at the expense of 
these missionary societies which now find 
that their revenues are drastically re- 
duced because of the war and the 
mounting expenses of taxes and muni- 
tions, and all necessities of life. These 
societies are appealing to our Committee, 
The Church of England needs help 
for needy Hebrew Christians in Jeru- 
salem. The Church of Scotland is do- 
ing a fine piece of relief work among 
the Hebrew Christians in Jaffa. The 
British Jews Society is feeding the 
needy refugees there and can use gifts 
for food and for relief in many ways. 
Mr. Allan Sutherland, Treasurer, The 
Friends of Israel Refugee Relief Com- 
mittee, Inc., 710 Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa., will send receipts for 













NEW IMPROVED 
VISUAL TEACHING Manual of 


a Visual Teaching 


“One picture is worth 
10,000 words” 
Teach the younger children 
the International Sunday 
School lesson by means of 


this instructi: fascinating, 
flannelboard method. Cor Cat: 


outs enable you to ho 
Eames by coubinios word with action. All draw- 
required are in the with simple, easil 
understood instructions. “ J 
Published quarterly at the amazingly low price of $1.25 
Other Flannelboard lessons and accessories for every 
burpore. Catalog free. Send 10c for complete samples 
of Sunday School quarterlies and papers, 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS. Inc. 
1517 N. Third Street HARRISBURG, PA. 
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all gifts. Canadian friends of the Com- 
mittee are asked to continue their gifts 
to the Reverend P. S. Dobson, M.A., D.D., 
Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ontario, Canada. 

Our newspapers are reporting the 
massacre of Jews and Hebrew Christians 
by untold thousands. How precious to 
the persecuted are the provisions and 
the prayers of Christians in lands un- 
touched as yet by the dictator’s bloody 
hand! “Inasmuch as ye have done’ it 
unto one of the least of these my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto me.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 

w 


Partakers of Hudson Taylor's 
ret 
(Continued from second page) 


I-was powerless. I told the Lord so, 
and asked Him to give me help and 
strength. Sometimes I almost believed 
that He would keep and uphold me; 
but on looking back in the evening — 
alas! there was but sin and failure to 
confess and mourn before God. 

“All the time I felt assured that there 
was in Christ all I needed, but the prac- 
tical question was— how to get it out. 
He was rich truly, but I was poor; He 
was strong, but I weak. I knew full 
well that there was in the root, the stem, 
abundant fatness, but how to get it into 
my puny little branch was the question. 
As gradually light dawned, I saw that 
faith was the only requisite—was the 
hand to lay hold on His fullness and 
make it mine. But I had not this faith. 


“T strove for faith, but it would not 
come; I tried to exercise it, but in vain. 
Seeing more and more the wondrous 
supply of grace laid up in Jesus, the 
fullness of our precious Saviour, my 
guilt and helplessness seemed to increase. 
Sins committed appeared but as trifles 
compared with the sin of unbelief which 
was their cause, which could not or 
would not take God at His word, but 
rather made Him a liar! Unbelief was 
I felt:'the damning sin of the world; yet 
I ifdulged in it. I prayed for faith, but 
it came not. What was I to do? 

“*When my agony of soul was at its 
height, a sentence in a letter from dear 
McCarthy was used to remove the scales 
from my eyes, and the Spirit of God 
revealed to me the truth of our oneness 
with Jesus as I had never known it be- 
fore. McCarthy, who had been much 
exercised ‘by the same sense of failure 
but saw the light before I did, wrote 
{I quote from memory): 

“**But how to get faith strengthened? 
Not by striving after faith, but by resting 
on the Faithful One.” 

“*As I read, I saw it all! “If we be- 
lieve not, yet he abideth faithful.” I 
looked to Jesus and saw (and when I 
saw, oh, how joy flowed!) that He had 
said, “I will never leave thee.” ... 


“The sweetest part, if one may speak 
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of one part being sweeter than another, 
is the rest which full identification with 
Christ brings. I am no longer anxious 
about anything, as I realize this; for 


He, I know, is able to carry out His. 


will, and His will is mine. It makes 
no matter where He places me, or how. 
That is rather for Him to consider than 
for me; for in the easiest position He 
must give me His grace, and in the most 
difficult His grace is sufficient! It little 
matters to my servant whether I send 
him to buy a few cash worth of things, 
or the most expensive articles. In either 
case h2 looks to me for the money and 
brings me his purchases. So, if God 
should place me in serious perplexity, 
must He not give me much guidance; 
in positions of great difficulty, much 
grace; in circumstances of great pres- 
sure and trial, much strength? No fear 
that His resources will prove unequal 
to the emergency! And His resources 
are mine, for He is mine, and is with 
me and dwells in me. 

“‘And since Christ has thus dwelt in 
my heart by faith, how happy I have 
been! I wish I could tell you about it, 
instead of writing. I am no better than 
before. In a sense, I do not wish to 
be, nor am I striving to be. But I am 
dead and buried with Christ — aye, and 
risen too! And now Christ lives in 
me, and “the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave him- 
self for me,”’” 

The late Dr. A. B. Simpson gave ex- 
pression to the same glorious reality in 
his words: 

Once "twas busy planning, now ‘tis trustful 
prayer; 
Once ‘twas anxious caring, now de has the 


care; 
Once "twas what I wanted, now what Jesus 
says; 
Once ’twas constant asking, now ‘tis cease- 
less praise. 
Once it was my working, His it hence shall 


be; 
Once I tried to use Him, now He uses me; 
Once the power I wanted, now the Mighty 


One; 

Once for self I labored, now for Him alone. + 

The words became blurred becauée of 
tears; tears of past weakness and failure, 
tears of thirsting for the “rivers of liv- 
ing water,” tears of looking off unto the 
Faithful One, unto full identification 
with Him, made real by the fullness 
of His Spirit. “Hereby we know that he 
abideth in us, by the Spirit which he 
hath given us” (1 John 3:24). Then 
and there we yielded, we looked; and 
were partakers of the new life that is 
“not I, but Christ” that liveth in me. 





"1 Simpson, Albert B., “Songs of the Spirit” 
(Christian Alliance Publishing Compzny, New 
York City, 1920). 
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Seeta Rama , 
An Indian Pickpocket 
By Sarah E. Loucks 


EETA RAMA awoke late. Hastily 

he sprang from his bed of dry leaves 
strewn on the floor of a rude, India hut, 
Winding his turban about his tousled 
head, and setting his coolie basket on top 
of it, away he scurried to the food mar- 
ket where he hoped to obtain, in one 
way or another, a bit of food for his 
widowed mother and himself. Arriving 
at the market, he soon spied a likely 
customer. 

“Salaam, Sahib,” he began, but got no 
further. 

“Po! Po!” (“Be gone! Be gone!”) 

The boy knew that voice. He dodged’ 
just in time to escape a sharp rap from 
a policeman’s stick, then disappeared 
among the food stalls: However, it was 
not long before he again met the 
stranger, who eyed him with interest. 
Was this bright, good-natured youth 
really the clever-fingered young rogue 
the officer had pictured him to be? 

“Would you like a job?” he asked, 
scanning the boy’s lean face. 

“Yes, Sahib.” 

“When did you last eat?” 

“Yesterday morning, Sahib.” 

“Come with me,” invited the man, and 
led the way to a coffee booth, where 
the lad was served the first full meal 
he had ever eaten. 

“Sonny, my name’s Ellwood — Doctor 
Ellwood. And yours?” 

“Seeta Rama.” - 

“Well, Seeta Rama, I can give you 
work at our Mission Station if you'll 
take it. Will you?” 

“Yes, Sahib,” the boy answered.’ 

“Then let’s go. I must be back at the 
hospital by ten,” and the doctor glanced 
at his watch, or, rather, where his watch 
should have been. It was gone! 

Seeta Rama chuckled. Then, swiftly 
flourishing his hands, he cried, “Hai, 
Hai! See, Ellwood Doctor Sahib — your 
watch! your handkerchief! your wal- 
let!” And he produced the articles as 
by magic. 

“How did you do it?” The doctor’s 
voice was stern. 

“Oh,” boasted the young Hindu, “I 
belong to the Criminal Tribes. The gods 
chose us to be pickpockets, and I learned 
my trade before I can remember. 
You’re the first person who’s ever done 
me a good turn, and I’d never take a 
thing from you—not for keeps.” 

“No? Then why did you rob me?” 

“Well, I knew what that cop would 
tell you, and—oh, I was just ‘making 
funny’” (joking). 

“Even if you wouldn’t take from me, 
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what about the other folks? We cannot 
, have a boy that we can’t trust.” 

“You can trust me now, honest you 
can. I’ve never had a chance to live 
straight. Give me a trial, Sahib,” he 
urged. 

The doctor hesitated — 
one of my children” — 

“Here’s the car; jump in,” he said. 
And as they drove homeward the doc- 
tor firmly resolved he would have the 
lad attend the: Mission Industrial S¢hool, 
and if: possible win him for the Lord. 

And win him he did, for Seeta Rama’s 
heart was hungry for just what he 
learned from his Bible study —that the 
sinner’s need of a Saviour had been met 
by Jesus Christ on the cross at Calvary. 

On New Year’s morning, at the dedi- 
cation of the new Mission Church, Seeta 
Rama was received as a member, and 
given :a new name—Paul. It was a 
wonderful service, to which both Chris- 
tians and Hindus crowded; even Seeta 
Rama’s mother came. 

There. was much to rejoice over on 
that glorious New Year’s morning: the 
new church, the new converts, and the 
large offering, which was sufficient to 
finish paying for the church, building. 

Dinner was not yet finished at the Mis- 
sion Bungalow when a hurry call came 
for the doctor. Catching up his cap, 
he cried, “Quick, Paul, go to my study, 
get my instrument case, and bring it 
to me at the hospital. The study door 
is locked. Here’s the key. Be sure to 
lock it again when you come out.” 

As the boy entered the study, stealth- 
ily, -before his very eyes, the bag of 
church money that lay on the desk was 
lifted by a steel hook attached to a long 
pole, and drawn. quickly through the 
iron bars of the open window. Then a 
woman slipped swiftly and silently away 
among the shadows of the dense shrub- 
bery. ‘That woman was— oh, it couldn’t 
be !— it was his mother! 

For a moment he waited, stunned. 
Then resolutely he roused himself. He 
would finish his errand, follow his 
mother, and demand that she return the 
money. 

“His hand shook as he delivered the 
satchel. “What’s the matter, Son?” asked 
the doctor. Then he added as he hur- 
ried away, “You’ve been working too 
hard lately. This is a holiday. Take the 
rest of it off.” 

Until late that evening Paul searched 
for his mother. When he did find her 
she had been drinking, and claimed 
there was not so much as a pice (about 
one half cent) left. 

He was sure he would be suspected, 
and next morning it was with a sinking 
heart that he answered a summons to 
appear before the doctor. However, his 
mind was made up—he would take the 
blame. and shield the culprit. And so 
it was in vain the physician pleaded with 
him ‘to explain the loss. His only re- 
sponse was a promise to repay the 


“If this were 
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amount in full. And when the unhappy 
boy finally left Doctor Ellwood’s office, 
he knew he had deeply grieved this 
friend to whom he owed so very much. 

One morning, just when life seemed 
darkest, a messenger came running from 


the hospital. “Paul,” he shouted, “Sa- 
hib says come!” 
Was he to be discharged? “Oh, God, 


don’t let it be that,” he prayed. 

Then, lo and behold, at the office the 
doctor met him with outstretched hand. 
“Paul,” he gently reproved, “why didn’t 
you tell me?” 

“Wh-what do you mean?” 

“I mean this: your mother has con- 
fessed all. Last night she was beaten 
and robbed, and then brought here for 
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treatment. Now she wants you. Come, 
you may see her for just a minute; then 
she must sleep.” 

“Mother !” Paul’s voice was eager and 
loving. 

“My son,” she weakly faltered, “I was 
cruel—to let you—take the blame. 
Jesus has forgiven me. Will you for- 
give —my son?” 

“Yes, dear Mother, I forgive.” 

She smiled up at him. “Now I—have 
peace —in my —” her voice trailed off. 

“She’s asleep,” said the doctor. “To- 
morrow she’ll be better.” 

“Mother is saved,” Paul half whis- 
pered, his face aglow with joy. “But 
oh, Doctor Sahib, how different it might 
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“Teacher Training Questions 


By Clarence H. Benson 


Executive Secretary of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 








Once a month Mr. Benson answers ques- 
tiens having te do with the whole field 
of teacher training. Please keep your 
questions as brief as possible, and limit 
“them te your actual experiences and prob- 
lems, addressing them to the Rev. Clarence 
H. Benson at 800 North Clark St., Chicago, 
Dl. (Books mentioned in this department 
may be ordered from the Times Book 
Bervice, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Phila- 
delphia.) 


In organizing a community class in teachér 
training, what is the best approach to pastors 
of other churches who are indifferent? How 
am. teachers of such churches be reached? 
+A. P. 


E BELIEVE that it is desirable not 
to limit the enrollment in a train- 
ing class to the members of the church 
and Sunday school in which it originates. 
We have a national responsibility for 
réaching the sadly neglected boys and 
girls of our nation, and we shall need 
the co-operation of all the churches to 
bring this about. Even when pastors 
and Sunday school officials of other 
churches are indifferent or perhaps not 
sympathetic to our program of training, 
their assistance should be solicited. This 
at. least will demonstrate to them our 
gncern for the unreached children of 
community and our recognition that 
it: is a task too great for one church. If 
after this ‘friendly gesture they still re- 
fuse to join in the formation of a class 
df to. make an announcement, the widest 
possible publicity should now be given. 
surprisingly large number of indi- 
viduals from other churches will be at- 
tracted once they know the truly patri- 
otic and Christian purpose of the school 
and that its classes are actually in ses- 
sion, 





Do you think a pupil should remain with 
the same teacher for a number of years, par- 
tieularly during the teen age? How long 
should they remain in the class?—V. R. 


INCE a teacher instructs by her life 

as well as her lessons, it is impor- 
tant that a pupil be given time to study 
it. Where it is customary to have teachers 
remain in one department, all pupils 
should be given the benefit of one in- 
structor during the three years spent in 
that department. This is particularly 
important during the teen age, from 
which group so many are lost to the 
Sunday school. It is a fatal mistake 
for a teacher to follow a child into the 
adolescent department, but it is almost 
equally detrimental to change instructors 
during the early adolescent period. At 
this critical period when the young ado- 
lescent must be commanded by counsel 
and controlled by companionship, it is 
highly important that the teacher re- 
main with him long enough to become 
one of his most intimate friends, 
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What suggestions do you have to keep the 
Intermediate age boys and girls in the Sun- 
day school?—C. S. 

RANK L. BROWN called the Inter- 

mediate Department “the department 
with a hole in it.” Even in his day boys 
and girls were dropping out of the Sun- 
day school in multitudes between the 
ages of thirteen and sixteen. We have 
not been very successful in stopping this 
appalling leakage. Perhaps the most 
important step toward keeping the teen- 
age child in Sunday school is to recog- 
nize that the Intermediate Department 
is the most difficult if not the most im- 
portant in the Sunday school. Perhaps 
We need to be reminded of the words of 
Police Commissioner Duncan Mathew- 
son of San Francisco: “If we hold our 
adoleseents in Sunday school we will 
empty our courts and fill our churches.” 
If we give serious attention to this prob- 
lem, this group will receive the best 
teachers, the best rooms, and the best 
lessons. Just as the junior high school 
solved the problem of grade pupils pass- 
ing into high school ‘and increased by 
600 per cent the enrollment of the latter 
in the last decade, so will a segregated 
and well-equipped Intermediate Depart- 
ment accomplish wonders for: the Sun- 
day school. The real trouble I find is 
that the teen-age group is the most neg- 
lected one in the average church and 
that in too many Sunday schools they 
receive the least instead of the best at- 
tention. Certainly we shall never be 
able to cope with this problem which 
concerns the nation fully as much as the 
Church until we can provide through 
our training classes teachers who not 
only are interested but who thoroughly 
understand the adolescent. 





Do you believe that contests in the Sunday 
school, such as the “red and blue,” do any 
permanent good?—D. C. 

ONTESTS to build up the member- 

ship in a Sunday school largely 
act as stimulants. Rivalry does create 
new interest and for a time certain re- 
sults are achieved. The difficulty lies 
in the fact that unless other measures 
are adopted, gains are generally wiped 
out by the end of the year. Sunday 
school enlargement as well as conserva- 
tion is really a teaching problem. Pupils 
drop out of the Sunday school because 
of irregular or incompetent teachers. If 
we cannot hold the pupils we have with 
our incompetent teaching staff, it is easy 
to see that additions received through 
contests will be less likely to be per- 
manent. Few Sunday schools have 
given sufficient thought to providing an 
adequate and competent staff of sub- 
stitute teachers. Until we give serious 
attention to enlarging and improving the 
teaching staff, the Sunday school must 
continue to be on the defensive and will 
never be able to take the aggressi--e in 
a campaign for enrolling the vast army 
of the unreached. 
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The Young eines 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Jan. 24, IV, What Does God Want Us to Do? 
2 Pet. 3:8-18. 














Sunday, January 17 


Ill. What Is God Doing Today? 
(Psa. 72:11-19) 





Mon.—Universal blessings (Matt. 5:45). 

Tues.—Cessation of wars (Psa. 46:9). 

Wed.—Pities His children (Psa. 103:13). 

Thurs.—His will in: us (Phil. 2:13). 

Fri.—Commends His love (Rom. 5:8). 

Sat.—Provides escape in temptation (1 
Cor. 10:13). 











Topics and Daily Readings are copyrighted 

by the International Society of Christian 

Endeavor, and are used by permission. 

F WE would get a clear and accurate 

picture of what. God is doing today, 
we must turn to God’s Word, for it is 
here that we learn, first of all, what 
God is; and it is in the Scriptures that 
we find the accurate record of God’s 
dealing with man in the past, and God’s 
own appraisal of that dealing. 

Our knowledge of the character of 
God as revealed in the Scriptures helps 
us to understand, in a measure, what is 
going on about us. For instance, we 
may hear some, even Christians, express 
doubt of God in the light of the present 
war. Perhaps we may have had diffi- 
culty in seeing how a God of love can 
let such terrible suffering and destruc- 
tion continue. But, if we are fortified 
by the teachings of God’s Word, we 
know that God is not only love, and 
tenderness, and mercy, but that He is 
also holiness, and righteousness, and jus- 
tice; and so, knowing God’s ¢haracter, 
we are able to see more clearly God’s 
hand in present-day affairs. 

4 


In God’s closing message in the Old 
Testament to the Jewish race He said, 
“T am the Lord, I change not; therefore 
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed” 
(Mal, 3:6). The same message comes 
to us of the new dispensation when we 
learn in James 1:17 that “every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning.” 

Our Lord is the same “yesterday, and 
to day, and for ever” (Heb. 13:8). Still, 
as of old, “he maketh his sun to rise 
on the evil and on the good, and send- 
eth rain on the just and on the unjust” 
(Matt. 5:45). 

Still, in brokenhearted love, He is 
calling to nations as well as to indi- 
viduals, “As I live .. . I have n@ pleas- 


ure in the death of the wicked; but 
that the wicked turn from his way and 
livé: turn. ye, turn ye from your evil 
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ways; for why will ye die ... 7” (izek. 
33:11.) ge 

The Children of Israel of old were 
given a high place of privilege among 
the nations of the earth. God delivered 
them from their oppressors, and sent 
them forward into the Land of Promise, 
where He drove out their enemies be- 
fore them. His Word to them was, 
“Dread not, neither be afraid of them. 
The Lord your God which goeth before 
you, he'shall fight for you, according to 
all that he did for you in Egypt before 
your: eyes” (Deut. 1:29, 30). 

But -He also warned them, “Only be 
thou strong and very courageous, that 
thou mayest observe to do according 
to all the law, which Moses my servant 
commanded thee: turn not from it to 
the right hand or to the left, that thou 
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 
This book of the law shall not depart 
out of: thy mouth; but thou shalt medi- 
tate therein day and night, that thou 
mayést observe to do according to all 
that is written therein: for then thou 
shalt make thy way prosperous, and 
then thou shalt have good success” 
(Josh.°1:7, 8). 

In a very real sense our nation was 
begun by those who feared God and 
sought to serve Him and worship Him 
in accord with the dictates of their own 
hearts. God prospered them and multi- 
plied them until He made of them a 
great nation, with fabulous national re- 
sources, with great territorial posses- 
sions. But can it be truthfully said that 
our people, after God has prospered 
them, have truly honored Him? Is not 
God’s indictment against us today as it 
was against Israel of old, that we have 
forsaken His ways, that we have fol- 
lowed after false gods? Oh, they may 
not have been idols such as the Chil- 
dren of Israel worshiped. But we have 
none the less followed idols of greed, of 
self-indulgence, of intemperance, and 
the like, until God in His holiness and 
righteousness was compelled to bring 
judgment against us. 

Is it unthinkable, then, that God has 
permitted wars to come upon us to bring 
us to our senses, just as He permitted 
invasion and affliction to judge His 
Chosen People, the Children of Israel? 
Many of those things in which we took 
pride God has either taken from us 
or restricted. The automobile, which 
people used to make the Lord’s Day a 
holiday, has had to be laid up or used 
only sparingly. The money that we 
have refused to give to God, the Gov- 
ernment now demands for taxes and for 
the war effort. ge 


But bitter and disquieting though 
these realizations may be, let us not 
forget that God’s compassions fail not 
(Lam. 3:22). He waits only for us to 
turn to*Him in confession and in deter- 
mination to serve Him once more in 
accord with His loving and righteous 
will,:so that He may bring deliverance, 
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Even that wicked city Nineveh, when 
warned by God’s prophet of certain 
judgment, repented and cried mightily 
to God; and we read that “God saw 
their works, that they turned from their 
evil way; and God repented of the evil, 
that he had said he would do unto them; 
and he did it not” (Jonah 3:10). Shall 
we be less quick to learn and to turn 
to our loving Heavenly Father that He 
may have mercy upon us? 
PHILADELPHIA, 





For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 

School Lesson Committee. 
January 11 to 17 

Mon.—John 4:5-15. Attention and Awakening. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “If thou knewest 
the gift of God . . . thou wouldest have 
asked of him.” God must ‘have our at- 
tention before He will give us His best 
blessings. This is why He says: “Look 
unto me,” and “Whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved” (Isa, 45:22; Rom. 10:13). The 
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woman at Jacob’s well, by her atten- 
tion to Christ, became, through His 
word, awakened to see her sin and her 
need of Him as her Saviour. Lydia, by 
attending to those things which were 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers: of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 








Order 
Your 
BILHORN FOLDING 


REED ORGAN NOW! 


OUR STOCK IS LIMITED 
THERE WILL BE NO MORE 
Ideal for Missions, Camps, Sunday Schools, Homes, ete. 
Write for descriptive folder and prices . 
GEO. BILHORN & CO. } 
1414 McLean Ave. Dept. S Chicago; Tl. 











She faith of a child . . . the peace of a Christian . . . time 


to enjoy the rich blessings of life. Many Christians, like Mr. R., 
above, have brought a little bit of heaven on earth to their own 
hearthstones by means of Moopy ANNuITIES. By placing savings 
in annuities they have secured for themselves regular checks 
for the rest of their lives, and the deep satisfaction that their 


money is being used to 
help train young men and 
women for Christian work. 
What task more noble 
could your money perform? 
It’s a simple, sound plan. 
Send the coupon for details. 


WOODY BIBLI 


INSTITUTE ¢ 353:INSTITUTI 


Yes, please tell me all about Moody 
Annuities. Dept. 8-704 


(0 Also send booklet A. i am under 
20. 


Name 





Street 





City & state 











x 


joao tal anveedels eee 


ee 


FF 


ee ee 
ae) : 























IBLE 





Gospel Tracts Scofield Bibles 
Supplies 
J. H. FLEMING 
3152 Columbus Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. RE 8096 





r , 
When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times as reference. 


Free Tithing Leaflets 


REE to any Evangelica) Christian Minister, Sudtday 
sshoal or Missionary Superintendent, one copy of 
“A Spiritual ’’ for each family in his 
congregation, providing he will agree to give a talk on 
Tithing before distribution. Write stating denomina- 
ion and number of leaflets desired to 


Tier See 
Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 
ent Stations. Consall radio log 
of local rewspapers for stations 

and times. 








CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. ©. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif. 














UNITED 
STATES 





DEFENSE 


es 




















; 
& 
i f 


ee 
Tee 
a * 
» 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


spoken by Paul, came to know Christ. 
Attention to God’s Word by the people 
should be made a special matter of 
prayer by parents, teachers, and min- 
isters. Pray for all seafaring men, for 
their spiritual and material needs. 


Tues.—John 4:16-26, 
Conviction and Conversion. 
PraYeR SvucGcestions: “The woman 
saith unto him, I know that Messias 
cometh, which is called Christ: when 
he is come, he will tell us all things. 
Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto 
thee am he.” The woman was con- 
victed of her sin, and converted to 
Christ. When she saw her sin, at the 
word’ of Christ, she accepted Him im- 
mediately as her Saviour. Pray that 
great numbers of sinners may be con- 
victed of sin and turn to Christ. 


Wed.—John 4:27-38. Fields White to Harvest, 

Prayer Succestions: “The fields... 
are white already to harvest.” As 
farmers know the right time for gath- 
ering in their. grain so we, too, ought to 
know the harvesttime for souls. Our 
Lord’s teaching will guide us if we are 
willing to be ministers, missionaries, or 
workers for Him. Pray for International 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, 203 N. Wa- 
bash Ave., Chicago: 


Thurs.—John 4:39-42, 
The Saviour among the Samaritans. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Many of the 
Samaritans . .. believed . . ..for the 
saying of the woman, which testified, He 
told me all that ever I did.” What this 
woman said led them to seek the Lord, 
and made them ready to listen to His 
word. As they saw and heard Him for 
themselves, they believed. The two days 
He spent with them made them aware 
that He was the Saviour of the world. 
Pray for the conversion of thousands 
during this time of war. 


Fri.—John 1:35-42. ? 
Winning Individpals to Christ. 
Prayer Succestions: “He first findeth 
his own brother ... and... brought 
him to Jesus.” Begin at home in your 
efforts to bring others to the Saviour. 
If you succeed there you will succeed 
anywhere. It is easier, too, to speak to 
those we love, and this is the will of 
God. Remember what Paul says in Acts 
16:31. Ask God to help you in your 
endeavor to win your brothers and sis- 
ters to the Lord. Pray for courage to 

speak to others about Christ. 

Sat.—Acts 2:36-41. 

Winning Crowds to Christ. 
Prayer SuccEstTions: “The same day 
there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls.” Fishermen know the 
difference between fishing. with a hook 
and a net. All who work for Christ 
should pray and work for great numbers 
of conversions. One-by-one method is 
good; but crowds brought to Christ are 


better. Conversions in time of revival 
“are best. Pray for the revival of God’s 
Church. 


. 


(Lesson for Jan. 17) Jan. 2, 1943 


Sun.—Matthew 28:16-20. 
Winning the World to Christ. 
Prayer Succestions: “Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations.” Christ’s Gospel 
is for all, because He would have all 
men to be saved. He died for all, and 
the Gospel must be preached to every 
creature. Only those who. have this 
vision and the missionary spirit will 
reach multitudes for the Saviour. Are 
you following your “marching orders”? 
Pray for all faith missions. 
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rates include postage. 
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